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The situation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Twenty-three journalists have lost their lives in violent attacks in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province and the adjacent Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) during the years since January 2003.

The security situation for journalists has deteriorated as they continue to
face threats and harassment from the military, police and militants. The
security and safety situation in the conflict-affected areas, which consist
of KP and the FATA, is particularly dangerous. Journalists are faced with
threats, assaults, and the prospect of kidnapping and murder by Islamist
militants and the military. Three journalists were killed in terrorist attacks
in 2011 in Peshawar, the capital of KP. The situation is compounded by a
lack of safety and security trainings and proper equipment for journalists
in these areas.

In addition, for the more than 400 journalists working in KP and the
FATA, employment conditions are unsatisfactory. Most newspapers do
not provide letters of employment or IDs showing that the journalist
work for a media organisation. Salaries are meagre, leaving journalists
unprotected legally, financially and physically.

The Khyber Union of Journalists (KhU]) and Peshawar Press Club (PPC)
have been working jointly with the International Federation of Journalists
(IF]), the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) and some non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) such as Intermedia and Internews to
arrange safety and capacity-building trainings for the journalists. The
KhU]J has also recommended guidelines for reporters covering violent
conflicts and bomb attacks to ensure that they remain safe while
reporting dangerous events.

To secure a free flow of information, it is essential to provide Pakistani
journalists operating in the conflict areas with better security and to
improve their capacity to counter threats and coercion by authorities,
powerful political groups and individuals, the army and other security
services, as well as the intelligence agencies and extremists. This
exchange of information is crucial for stimulating knowledge-based



national dialogue and debate, which is vital for strengthening democratic
practices.

Media in Pakistan

Journalists in Pakistan have a long history of working under dangerous
conditions. However, killings, tortures, kidnappings, beatings and threats
to the journalists' community have been particularly prevalent since 2001.
This is particularly the case in KP and the FATA following the
deployment of Pakistani troops and the ensuing military operations in
these regions. Journalists reporting on the Taliban’s activities, military
operations and other security-related issues often incur the wrath of the
warring sides. Journalists from these areas increasingly report threats,
coercion, kidnapping and targeted killings by both militants and the
military, and many self-censor to avoid retribution.

Journalists in Pakistan report that they live in a state of fear and that any
one of them may be exposed to danger.

Killings

Twenty-three journalists and one media worker were killed in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas between 2003
and 2011.

The first journalist killed in 2011 was Nasrullah Khan Afridi, a senior
tribal journalist, who had worked with the state-run Pakistan Television
and the widely circulated Urdu-language regional daily Mashrig. Afridi
was living Peshawar and working for the Khyber Agency. He was
targeted and killed on May 10, 2011 by a magnet bomb placed on his car
while it was parked in Khyber Super Market, which is located in the posh
Cantonment area of Peshawar. Journalists were shocked that the attack
took place in the open in a wealthy, high-security part of the city.

Shafiullah Khan, a young trainee reporter at the Peshawar office of The
News International, succumbed to his burn injuries in a hospital in Wah
Cantonment, Punjab Pakistan. He had suffered burns to more than 70 per



cent of his body in a deadly blast in Khyber Super Market, Peshawar, on
June 11, 2011.

Asfandyar Abid Naveed, a reporter at newly launched Urdu Daily
Akhbar-e-Khyber, was killed on June 11, 2011 in the same bomb explosion
in the Khyber Super Market, Peshawar.

Mujeebur Rahman Siddique, a correspondent for Daily Pakistan, was
killed on September 16, 2010 in Dargai town of Malakand Agency.

Abdul Wahab, a correspondent for Express News, was killed on December
6, 2010 in a deadly suicide attack on a tribal jirga (meeting) in Ghalanai,
the capital town of Mohmand Agency. He was covering the jirga.

Pervez Khan, a reporter for Waqt TV, was killed on December 6, 2010 in
the same suicide attack on the tribal jirga in Ghalanai, Mohmand Agency.

Misri Khan, a senior journalist and president of Hangu Press Club, who
worked with Daily Ausaf and Daily Mashrig, was killed on September 14,
2010 in Hangu district. He is the only journalist in the entire country
whose killing has been openly claimed by the Taliban.

Azmat Ali Bangash, a reporter for Samaa TV, was killed on April 17, 2010
in Kohat district of KP.

Janullah Hashimzada, a senior Afghan journalist based in Peshawar as
senior correspondent for Shamshad TV, was killed on August 24, 2009 in
Jamrud, Khyber Agency, by unknown assailants, while he was on his
way from Jalalabad, Afghanistan to Peshawar, Pakistan.

Siddique Bacha, a reporter for Aaj TV, was killed on August 14, 2009, in
Mardan, Pakistan.

Musa Khankhel, a correspondent for Geo TV and The News, was killed on
February 18, 2009 in Swat, KP.

Tahir Awan, a freelance journalist, was killed on January 4, 2009 in Dera
Ismail Khan district of KP.



Mohammad Imran, a correspondent for Express TV, was killed on
January 4, 2009 in Dera Ismail Khan district of KP.

Abdul Aziz, a reporter for Swat-based local Urdu daily Azadi, was killed
on August 29, 2008 in Mingora, Swat, KP.

Mohammad Ibraheem Khan, a reporter for Express TV and Daily
Express, was killed on May 22, 2008 in Khar, Bajaur Agency.

Sirajuddin, a correspondent for The Nation, was killed on February 29,
2008 in Mingora, Swat.

Noor Hakim Khan, correspondent for Daily Pakistan, was killed on June 2,
2007 in Khar Bajaur Agency.

Mahboob Khan, a freelance journalist, was killed on April 28, 2007 in
Charsadda, KP.

Hayatullah Khan, a correspondent for The Nation, on June 16, 2006 in
Miranshah, North Waziristan.

Allah Noor, a reporter for Khyber TV, was killed on February 7, 2005 in
Wana, the headquarters of South Waziristan.

Amir Nawab, a correspondent of Associated Press Television News and
the Frontier Post, was killed on February 7, 2005 in Wana, South
Waziristan.

Sajid Tanoli, a correspondent for local daily Shumal, was killed on January
29,2004 in Manshera district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Fazal Wahab, a freelance journalist, was killed on January 21, 2003 in
Mingora, Swat.

Mian Igbal Shah, who served as chief accountant at the Peshawar Press
Club, was killed in the suicide attack on the press club on December 22,
2009. As well as Shah, the only media worker in this toll, a police



constable deployed for the security of the press club, Riazuddin, was
killed in the attack.

In related intimidation, Wana Press Club building was blown up in
February 2009 and Bajaur Press Club has been occupied by the security
forces. In late 2011, the house of Jawed Noor, the president of Wana Press
Club, was reportedly blown up.

Kidnappings

Eighteen journalists have faced kidnapping over the past few years, tribal
journalists report. At least two such incidents occurred in 2011.

Rahmatullah Darpakhel, a senior tribal journalist with a long standing
reputation working with Aaj TV, was kidnapped after leaving Miranshah
Press Club on August 8, 2011. Masked gunmen bundled him into a
vehicle and sped away unchallenged. No organisation claimed
responsibility for his kidnapping. He remained captive for two months.

Darpakhel and his colleagues could not ascertain the reasons for his
kidnapping. His colleagues claimed he was extra careful in reporting,
avoiding coverage of serious issues. His captors, reportedly, have also not
told him the reasons for kidnapping.

Igbal Hussain, a tribal journalist from Sadda in Kurram Agency, was held
captive for a week in August 2011. Due to the threat to his life, his family
did not report his kidnapping. Similarly, Darpakhel and Hussain do not
say anything about their kidnappings out of fear. Fingers are pointed at a
militant organisation operating in North Waziristan.

“We have decided to speak less and write less,” said one of the
kidnapped journalists, who did not wish his name to be mentioned in this
report. “We want some rest now.”

Beatings

On August 22, 2011, Hazrat Khan Mohmand, a senior journalist and
bureau chief of the lone Pashto-language Khyber television channel, was



severely injured in an attack outside Peshawar High Court. He was
admitted in critical condition to the Lady Reading Hospital in the city
where his head wound was stitched up.

The incident took place when Mohmand was returning from an interview
with a provincial minister injured in an attack in Swabi. He accused KP
Information Minister Mian Iftikhar Hussain of being involved in the
attack on him. Mohmand said he had recognized two of the assailants as
former office-bearers of the Pakhtun Student Federation (PSF), the
student wing of the ruling Awami National Party. He told the IF] that the
two assailants were Bashir Sherpao, a former provincial president of PSF,
and Irshad Tandar, and said he had made a written complaint to police
officers requesting that they charge the two men.

However, Mohmand did not nominate the two in the First Information
Report (FIR), a legal complaint to the police. He said police conducted no
inquiry. “Only once the Senior Superintendent of Police Investigations
approached me. I provided him with all information but no action has
been initiated so far,” he said in an interview for this report.

Mohmand said that when the issue was taken up in the National
Assembly and the Senate, Federal Interior Minister Rehman Malik
formed a joint investigation team of Federal Investigation Agency,
Intelligence Bureau and police officials and asked the KP government to
nominate a Deputy Inspector General (DIG), a senior ranking police
official, to head the committee. However, Mohmand said, the KP
government refused to spare a DIG for the committee, saying it was not
bound by the orders of the Federal Interior Minister. This prevented any
attempt at an independent inquiry into the attack.

No arrests have been made in relation to the beating.

On September 21, Mohmand said, six unknown assailants chased him on
motorcycles and tried to attack him while he was returning from the
Peshawar Press Club (PPC) on his motorcycle. However, he said, police
refused to register the First Information Report in this incident.



Information Minister Mian Iftikhar Hussain, who had moved a privilege
motion in the KP Assembly and sued the management of AVT Khyber, a
private television channel, which employs Mohmand, before the attack,
withdrew both applications to strike conciliation. Mian Iftikhar Hussain
denies having any hand in the attack. He said that the management of the
Khyber Television struck a compromise with him without asking
Mohmand. He said he was a political worker and could not even think
about attacking journalists. However, he argued, it was a fact that the
Khyber TV had launched a propaganda campaign against him, which
continued for one month to tarnish his image and political career.

On August 19, a team from Samaa TV, led by its Peshawar bureau chief,
Shaukat Khattak, was publicly beaten and tortured by police in a brazen
use of force against the unarmed journalists in Hayatabad in Peshawar.
Giving details of the incident that occurred, Khattak said he formed two
reporting teams to cover a deadly suicide attack in Jamrud in Khyber
Agency. A team with one Distant Satellite News Gathering vehicle
(DSNG) was sent to the site of the blast in Jamrud and the other to the
Hayatabad Medical Complex, where the victims had been brought for
treatment.

Khattak rushed to Hayatabad to join the second team, but when he
arrived he saw the DSNG parked by the roadside. He said he inquired
and discovered that police officials were not allowing the DSNG to cover
the incident. Khattak said he argued with the officials there and got
permission.

During a phone call from the office asking for reasons of delay, Khattak
told his colleagues that he had said some unkind words about police,
which infuriated them. “A [low-ranking police] officer unleashed police
on us, beating us severely. An arm of our cameraman, Imran, was
broken,” he said.

Khattak said police were not satisfied with beating the team of unarmed
journalists. “We were locked up in the police station for an hour,” he said.
The police officer who had ordered the beating was suspended for a brief
time. Khattak said the inquiry officer, instead of conducting a proper



legal inquiry, had been pressuring him to reconcile. “And finally I
pardoned the police officer,” he added.

In yet another attack, on August 6, police raided the offices of an
esteemed Urdu-language newspaper, Mashrig. They beat up staff
reporters Suhrab, Wasif and Fayyaz and guards and took several of them
to the police station. Officers from three police stations - Hashtnagri,
Faqgeerabad and Pahari Pora - took part in the action, making it a major
raid.

Police said an incident involving gunfire had taken place in the locality
and the criminals were allegedly seen entering the building of the Mashrig
newspaper. However, the police did not arrest any criminals. Instead
they beat up staff members and arrested guards.

The management of the newspaper alleged it was a planned raid carried
out to put pressure on Mashrig, a leading newspaper in the province.

The raid caused anger in the journalists’ community, which staged
demonstrations and asked for a judicial inquiry. “No judicial inquiry was
conducted,” Ibrahim Khan, an employee of the newspaper, said.

Senior Superintendent of Police, Ijaz Khan, has offered apologies for the
raid, but journalists and the management of the paper are not satisfied.
They want to know the factors behind the raid and have demanded
action against the officials who carried it out.

Apart from these high-profile, police-orchestrated attacks, several
incidents of police highhandedness against journalists have occurred in
Peshawar.

Threats

Threats and intimidation of local journalists in the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) are common, with many claiming that
Taliban militants call the shots. Poor security and a hostile environment
for journalism have forced tribal journalists from the FATA to leave or
quit journalism. Such is the level of fear that many of them are unwilling
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to talk openly about the threats. Around 70 tribal journalists have left
their homes following intimidation and threats.

Malakand division, which saw a huge influx of militants from 2007 to
2009, remains dangerous. In all seven districts, journalists complain of
threats and report a push by the military to stifle media coverage. Since
2008, four journalists have lost their lives in the Swat Valley, which was
ravaged by the Maulana Fazlullah-led Taliban but then regained by the
army in 2009.

Fayyaz Zafar, a senior journalist in Swat, was threatened over the phone
by a caller who said: “Someone will kill you and Taliban will take
responsibility for that.” Zafar was also informed separately that a plot
had been made to kill him. “I wrote an article in a local newspaper titled
‘Traveling on a dilapidated road” and explained the problems people
faced and unwillingness of the administration to build it despite the
inflow of money,” he said.

Zafar said the army wanted him to get its approval for any writing or
package he prepares for a news channel before sending it to his
organisation and threatened him there would be consequences if he did
not comply. “How is it possible for me to do so? I am a journalist and
want to work independently,” he said.

Journalists interviewed in different districts of Malakand division,
including Swat, supported Zafar’s assertions. Gul Hamad Farooqi, a
Chitral-based journalist, said security forces had asked them to
“coordinate” and “share” news stories with them before sending them
out.

“An official from the security forces held a meeting with us in the press
club and told us how we have to report,” a senior journalist from Lower
Dir said. “You have to approve your stories from us before sending them.
No one will make a story before the official version is released.
Otherwise, the reporter faces repercussions.”

The Deputy Chairman of the Swat Press Club, Mehboob Ali, said the
level of threat had receded but had not been eliminated. He said that
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although the Fazlullah-led Taliban had been operating from Afghanistan,
they continue to threaten reporters from there. Ali quoted a purported
member of Taliban as threatening him over phone by saying: “Our
friends complain you have been reporting against us. Stop it!”

In the southern districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), journalists also
face threats. Some of the districts in the south provide a gateway to the
troubled tribal areas. Journalists working in Kohat, Bannu, Lakki Marwat,
Hangu and Dera Ismail Khan districts have received threats from
militants. Taliban demand that journalists write “martyred” and
“janbahaq" (a soft Urdu word for killed) instead of writing “halak” for
their slain fighters. They also demand coverage of their press releases.
Karak and Tank are peaceful districts, having no security issues.

In Hazara division, journalists are receiving threats from different
political and influential groups. Nowadays, they are threatened by
groups involved in the pro-Hazara and anti-Hazara province movements.
No journalist has received any threat from terrorist organisations.

“We don't have any threats from terrorist organisations but political
groups threaten the media persons for their own interests,” said Amir
Shahzad, president of Abbottabad Press Club. “We are sandwiched
between pro and anti Hazara Province movement,” said another
journalist, Raja Haroon.

A Culture of Impunity

Attacks and intimidation of journalists continued in 2011 with impunity.
This was particularly apparent in the case of the 2005 killing of tribal
journalists Allah Noor and Amir Nawab, who were shot dead in Wana,
North Waziristan. To date, the government has not mounted any legal
action or public inquiry, reinforcing the perception that there is a culture
of impunity around violations against media. Similarly, in the high-
profile killing in June 2006 of Hayatullah Khan, a North Waziristan-based
journalist, the government has been unwilling to release publicly the
findings of a judicial commission.
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Police attacks on journalists are also reportedly increasing, without any
inquiry or process for reprimand. The impunity with which police are
now committing acts of violence against media persons alarms journalist
bodies.

Working Conditions

Working conditions in newspapers in Peshawar are poor. Some
organisations have not issued letters of appointment and IDs to
employees. Without the appointment letters, the employees feel their jobs
are insecure. The newspapers also use this tactic to avoid implementing
the Wage Board Award. If it is implemented, the employers will disown
these employees.

Regarding remuneration, out of more than 400 journalists in the city,
barely 100 are paid appropriately. The majority, most of them working in
local and regional newspapers, live in poor conditions. They are given
salaries less than what the government has declared to be the “minimum
wage”.

The Khyber Union of Journalists (KhU]) and the Peshawar Press Club
(PPC) have been making strenuous efforts for the welfare of journalists.
The PPC has successfully negotiated provision of plots to journalists at
concessional prices. Some of the installments are being paid by the PPC in
view of the weak financial position of most of its members.

The majority of journalists have no medical insurance. The KhU]J has
initiated a project of insuring all members in a phased programme. So far
80 members have been insured. The union has also been negotiating with
the owners of the newspapers to improve the working conditions of their
employees.

Both the PPC and KhU]J provide financial assistance from Member
Welfare Fund to members in need. But these steps are not sufficient to
improve the conditions of the journalists and the government and owners
must take steps in this regard.
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In newspapers in Swat, Dera Ismail Khan, Abbotabad and other cities, the
workers are in an even worse situation. Journalists in rural areas,
including those in the FATA, are paid no salaries, except for those
working at a few television channels. Moreover, journalists in rural areas
are part-timers. The question remains as to why a person would commit
time, energy and even money to an unpaid job.

“Journalists have influence in our society and that is the major reason
people are ready to work as unpaid correspondents,” said Gohar Ali, a
journalist from Batkhela town in Malakand district. “A job as a
correspondent is treated as part-time. Some have side businesses, others
don’t.”

These journalists make those seeking coverage pay. “Even we charge for
covering a political rally and publishing press releases,” Gohar Ali said.
Revenues also come from press conferences. Haleem Asad, a Lower Dir-
based journalist, said the unpaid jobs are promoting yellow journalism.

Safety and Security

Safety and security is a major issue, as journalists are not sufficiently
trained. The IFJ, PFU]J, Internews and Intermedia are imparting safety
and capacity-building training to journalists, benefiting a good number of
members of the Khyber Union of Journalists.

Following the Khyber Super Market suicide bomb, which followed a low
intensity blast, the union convened two meetings of all bureau chiefs of
different media organisations to develop Standing Operating Procedures
(SOPs) for reporters covering bomb blast incidents. Several safety
guidelines were given to members and a committee was formed to
oversee the implementation of the SOPs. The committee reported some
violations and then ensured the implementation of the guidelines.

It is the primary responsibility of the news organisations to improve the
capacity of their employees and to provide them with the necessary
training, particularly in safety and security, in view of the prevailing
situation, but they have failed to organise these. The organisations have

14



not even given safety gear to reporters working in troubled areas, leaving
them vulnerable even to minor terrorist incidents.

Women in Journalism

Fourteen women have been active in journalism in Peshawar, but none in
other cities of KP or in the FATA. Although the 14 women constitute a
negligible percentage of the reporters in the KhUJ, which has more than
400 members, it is pleasing that they do not complain of discrimination.
Shahida Perveen, a senior woman member of the KhU]J, says even 14
females in journalism is “an important development”. “Some years back,
women could not think of joining this field,” she said. “But now there is a

change in trend among women and they are entering this field.”

Until recently, the few female reporters were given insignificant beats like
women’s activities, in which they could hardly prove their skills, Perveen
added. She said that now women were given all the same assignments
that were given to male reporters. “It has given women confidence and a
level-playing field and they have proved their worth,” she said.

In Peshawar, women now operate cameras, cover all beats and work as
assignment editors and do all other jobs in a newspaper or television.
Perveen identified the low female literacy rate and social norms as
barriers for women who wish to become journalists.

Recommendations

Proper steps are required both at the government and media
management level to improve working conditions of journalists and take
effective measures for their security.

The trend of unpaid journalism should be done away with. Media
managers should be pressed not to take work from journalists without
giving them proper salaries that are at least in accordance with the
minimum wages fixed by the government.

More capacity-building and safety trainings should be arranged across
the province and tribal areas, particularly in the rural areas.
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Working conditions of journalists in the province should be highlighted
at national and international forums.

Missions should be held to gain first-hand information about the state of
journalism.

Pressure should be placed on the government by journalists' bodies such
as the IF] and PFUJ to conduct fair inquiries into the killing of media
people, and to make inquiry reports public and award exemplary
punishment to those involved in the harassment, torture, kidnapping and
killing of journalists. Only in this way can violence against journalists be
reduced.

Proper compensation on the model of the Shuhada (martyrs) package for
police and security forces should be arranged for the families of slain
journalists. A fund should be set up for education of the children of
martyred journalists.

Journalistic independence should be supported. The issue of pressure on

journalists, particularly from state institutions, should be taken up at the
top level.
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Number of Journalists in Each District of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

There are 25 districts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province where national
and international organisations have their correspondents. Most of the
journalists in the districts are part-timers but they sometimes prove the
best sources of information. With a few exceptions, the district-based
journalists are not well-qualified. The majority of them have qualification
of Secondary School Certificate (10t grade, or “matric”), a minority have
the Higher School Certificate (12th Grade or F.A.) and a small number are
graduates. They lack professional skills and training and thus need
capacity-building and safety trainings.

The number of journalists in each district of KP is listed below.

Peshawar: 415
Mardan: 55
Charsadda: 60
Swabi: 50
Nowshera: 52
Malakand: 30
Swat: 63
Buner: 10
Shangla: 16
Upper Dir: 30
Lower Dir: 35
Chitral: 17
Abbotabad: 72
Haripur: 40
Mansehra: 82
Battagram: 22
Torghar: N.A.
Kohistan: N.A.
Lakki Marwat: 20
Karak: 11
Bannu: 26
D. I. Khan: 200
Tank: 31
Kohat: 15
Hangu: 31
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Number of Journalists in each Agency of the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas

The Federally Administered Tribal Areas, usually referred to by the
acronym FATA, have been divided into seven administrative districts,
called agencies. As in most districts of KP, journalists in the FATA
agencies are part-timers. They lack education, professional skills, training
and resources. The majority of them are unpaid.

Bajaur: 30
Mohmand: 36
Khyber: 65
Orakzai: 5

Kurram: 22

North Waziristan: 30
South Waziristan: 39
FR Darra Adamkhel: 12
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Number of Newspapers in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

According to the Information Department of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a
total of 212 dailies, 294 weeklies and 218 monthlies are registered with it.
However, only 80 dailies and a small number of weeklies and monthlies
are in operation. Although many newspapers are published from other
cities of the province, they are registered with the information
department. Fourteen FM radio channels are also operating in the
province.

The number of publications in other cities is listed below.

Swat: 6

Abbotabad: Urdu 12, English 1
Mansehra: 2

Haripur: 2

D. I. Khan: 11

Kohat: 2 (Non-functional)
Nowshera: 2

Chitral: 3 websites
Malakand: 2

Lower Dir: 2

Haripur: 2
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