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FOREWORD 
  
After 9/11, the situation of journalists in Pakistan has deteriorated. 
International organisations have termed Pakistan as the most dangerous 
place in the world for journalists. 
 
Journalists in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas, Balochistan, Sindh and Punjab are working in a state of 
uncertainty. Even mediapersons in Islamabad consider themselves 
unsafe. Saleem Shahzad, Asad Hameed and Mohammad Ismail were 
killed in the heart of Islamabad and its twin city, Rawalpindi. 
 
Keeping in view the prevailing situation, International Federation of 
Journalists, collaborated with the PFUJ and constituted local missions, 
comprising senior journalists, which visited various parts of the country. 
 
These missions went to far-flung areas of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, FATA, 
Sindh, Balochistan and Punjab and met journalists working there. Never 
before were such missions ever sent that exclusively focused on the state 
in which journalists in small towns were. 
 
I appreciate the efforts of all the journalists who participated in the 
missions and spared their precious time for their colleagues. 
 

I also want to thank the International Federation of Journalists for 
supporting PFUJ and its affiliated chapters in improving the condition of 
journalists. 

 

Pervaiz Shaukat 

 PFUJ President  
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Introduction 

Pakistan has seen a surge in violence against journalists and other media 
personnel. Investigative journalism and reporting have become very 
dangerous. Currently, journalism is considered the riskiest profession in 
Pakistan. Pakistan topped the list of the deadliest countries for journalists 
to work in for the second year in a row in 2011.  

Journalists continue to face suicide bombings, targeted killings, threats, 
violence, unlawful detention, kidnapping, beating, gagging and 
harassment by law enforcement and intelligence agencies, militants, tribal 
heads, feudal lords, political leaders � all to silence the truth, while the 
perpetrators operate with impunity.  

Several reporters were also killed in the political wars of Karachi. The 
first recorded death in 2011 was that of 29-year-old journalist Wali Khan 
Babar who became the victim of fatal shooting on January 13, 2011. 

Most journalists who died while carrying out their work during recent 
years were investigating political stories  and were killed in the process - 
as many as 23 throughout 2010 and 2011. 

In 2010, 14 journalists died while carrying out their work:  Ashiq Ali 
Mangi, Malik Arif, Azmat Ali Bangash, Ghulam Rasool Birhamani, Ejazul 
Haq, Faz Mohammad Khan Sasoli, Mohammad Sarwar, Ejaz Ahmed 
Raisani, Misri Khan, Mujeebur Rehman Saddiqui, Lala Hameed Hayatan, 
Altaf Chandio, Mohammad Khan Sasoli, Abdul Wahab and Pervez Khan.  

In 2011: Ilyas Nazar, Wali Khan Babar, Nasrullah Afridi, Syed Saleem 
Shahzad, Asfandyar Khan, Shafiullah, Muneer Shakir and Javed Naseer 
Rind. 

Between 1994 and 2009, almost 30 journalists were killed. Four journalists 
in 2009, five in both 2007 and 2008, two in 2005 and also in 2006, one in 
2003 and 2004, two in 2002 , one in 1997 and 2000 and two in 1994.  
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The causes of deaths range from suicide blasts and shootings by 
politically influential people, to targeted attacks by the Taliban and 
attacks by criminal elements.  

The situation of journalists is worse in the interior of Sindh province 
where most journalists risk their lives working in such a politically 
charged areas.  The security of journalists in this area remains a major 
issue but neither the state nor the media organisations the journalists 
work for address the risk to personal security. Most media houses are 
indifferent towards the situation of their journalists.  They send reporters 
into dangerous zones and pressure them to report on controversial issues, 
placing them in vulnerable situations.  

State laws in the interior Sindh are rarely observed, rather feudal lords, 
dacoits, drug and land mafia and other criminal elements rule the area, 
and any news against them invites their wrath against the reporting 
journalists. They commonly face threats and harassment from local feudal 
lords, political leaders and tribal leaders. 

The majority of journalists working here are either underpaid or unpaid. 
Some are only given ID cards and no contracts from the media 
organisations they work for. Others are deprived of even these 
necessities. They do not have access to transport, IT and 
telecommunication facilities. Yet they risk their lives for the news which 
infuriates local tribal leaders, criminal elements or feudal lords, who 
resort to blackmailing, kidnapping, harassment, death threats and 
violence. Those journalists working for meager salaries often don�t 
receive their salaries for months, their stories never get proper coverage, 
they lack healthcare and insurance facilities. In the case of threats of 
violence, no arrangement is made to increase their personal security. No 
security and safety training has ever been provided to them, leaving them 
vulnerable.  

Sindh Local Mission 

Sindh province consists of 23 districts: Karachi, Jamshoro, Thatta, Badin, 
Tharparkar, Umerkot, Mirpur Khas, Tando Allahyar, Naushehro Feroze, 
Tando Muhammad Khan, Hyderabad, Sanghar, Khairpur, Benazirabad, 
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Dadu, Qambar Shahdadkot, Larkana, Matiari, Ghotki, Shikarpur, 
Jacobabad, Sukkur and Kashmore.  
 
In order to conduct an in-depth study of the problems facing journalists 
in Sindh province, and to recommend mitigation measures to provide 
safety to journalists, a Local Mission was sent to the province, in 
collaboration with the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and the 
Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ).  
 
This mission visited different areas in Sindh, met with journalists� 
representatives and discussed the problems they face while performing 
their duties.  

Larkana 

A team comprising the News Editor of Waseb TV, Kamran Mustafa 
Lashari and senior journalist and anchor Vibe TV, Aftab Mugheri, met 
journalists from Larkana, Qambar Shahdadkot, Shikarpur and Jacobabad 
districts, where they discussed the most pressing and urgent issues with 
the Mission. Larkana division comprises five districts � Larkana, 
Qambar Shahdadkot, Shikarpur, Kashmore, Kandhkot and Jacobabad. 
More than 500 journalists are working in print and electronic media in 
Larkana Division.  

Qambar Shahdadkot 

Interviewed: Qambar Shahdadkot district, Gada Hussain Chandio of the 
Sakhi Mehboob Press Club, Ghulam Muhammad Wagan, Abdur 
Mugheri, Abdul Hafeez.  

Speaking with the Mission in Wagan City of Tehsil Wara, journalists told 
the mission: �We don�t get salaries from our organisations, that is why we 
have to find other sources of income or run personal business from our 
houses. The non-cooperative attitude of the local administration and state 
institutions for our work and stories is a serious issue for us as we are 
unable to report the truth. We have full cooperation of the local people, 
but we are threatened by those people about whom we write.� 
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The journalists claimed that because they are based in small towns and 
villages, their news reports are not given importance by the newspapers 
and TV channels in the bigger cities.  

Complete support and fraternity among the journalist community is 
observed when emergency situations arise here, yet without any 
journalists� fund, local journalists are unable to do anything concrete for 
their colleagues, in the case of major incidents.  

Sharing their discontent with the Mission, journalists said the local drug 
peddlers, threaten journalists with dire consequences if they report 
against them. The problem has been compounded so much that 
journalists feel unable to send their children to school for fear that their 
children might be harmed by criminal elements if they send them out of 
house.  

Another important issue is the absence of communication amongst 
journalists in Sindh�s interior. This highlights the need for a platform 
which provides effective coordination among them and safeguards their 
rights. In this conncetion if a local representative of PFUJ could provide 
this platform then that will resolve many such issues in the area.  

Most of the journalists live hand-to-mouth on their meager salaries. Some 
don�t have their own houses and their families live in dilapidated 
conditions. The presence of a journalist residential area would help solve 
many of their problems and also ensure the safety of their families. 

Most of the journalists called for the PFUJ to hold monthly seminars, 
training sessions and other activities in the interior of Sindh.  

Qambar Ali Khan 

Interviewed: Chairman of the District Press Club in Qambar Ali Khan, 
Mohammad Mithal Khoso, President Hakim Ali Khaskheli, Deputy 
General Secretary Abdul Aziz Mugheri, Ali Akbar Chandio, Nisar 
Baroro, Mustafa Sanga, Abdul Qayyum Chandio, Irshad Lakho, Dr 
Muhammad Ayub Baroro and Hafiz Noorul Haq.  
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The mission was told that in Qambar Ali Khan, journalists commonly face 
harassment, blackmailing, political maneuvering, police detention and 
threats. Despite this, no state support is being provided to journalists, and 
the perpetrators operate with impunity.  

Deputy General Secretary of the Qambar Ali Khan District Press Club, 
Abdul Aziz Mugheri claimed that he was threatened and abused by the 
Executive District Health Officer following coverage of a health issue, but 
the government did not take any action against the perpetrator.  

Other journalists were sent to jail following their investigative reports. 
While behind bars, in addition to being detained without charge, losing 
income their families were under constant threat from local political 
leaders. Despite the threats and intimidation, the journalists claimed they 
never give in to blackmailing from local political leaders or the 
government institutions.  

They also advised that politicians influenced the politics of the press 
clubs. 

They journalists demanded that the government and journalists� 
associations do something to improve the condition and safety of 
journalists. However, they said there is also a need to scrutinise 
journalists because sometimes, people with political affiliations join the 
profession which can result in the tarnishing of the image of other 
journalists.  

Without an industry code of ethics, appointments can be based on 
nepotism which badly affects the reputation and quality of journalism in 
the area. Professional journalists called for unity, but have stopped 
lobbying as it has also affected their profession.  

As in other areas, journalists here do not receive any training, and due to 
the absence of any training facilities, there is no trend of investigative 
news or follow-up news coverage. Moreover, and again due to the lack of 
any code of ethics, biased news coverage is also common.  
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Shahdadkot  

Interviewed: President of Shahdadkot Press Club, Haji Javed Akhtar 
Kamboh and others including Deedar Soomro, Zulfiqar Ali Kamboh, 
Abdul Ghani Mujahid. 

Like other areas, journalists in Shahdadkot lack basic benefits such as 
insurance, healthcare or provisions for their safety and security. There is a 
lack of training and training facilities, and journalists face financial 
hardship. 

The last training workshop was conducted by a local NGO around 15 
years ago, and since then no training seminar or workshop has been 
conducted in Shahdadkot. 

In addition, journalists in Shahdadkot face threats from criminal elements 
and are often physically and verbally attacked for their reporting. Despite 
this, a veil of impunity exists and no action has ever been taken following 
a case of violence against journalists.  

Impunity for those attacking or threatening to attack journalists was 
common throughout Sindh province. A case in point was the killing of 
the President of Shahdadkot Press Club Mian Ata Muhammad, by drug 
peddlers in 2009.  No action has been taken to find or prosecute the 
perpetrators following the murder.    

The president of Shahdadkot Press club, Haji Javed Akhtar Kamboh, said 
criminal elements often take advantage of some conflict between 
journalists. Journalists face constant pressures including severe financial 
constraints.  It was noted that often the most deserving journalists are 
those in need of urgent financial support.  

Larkana  

Larkana is an important city, due to its national administrative role and 
influence. It is the home district of two formerly elected Prime Ministers 
of Pakistan - Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto.  
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The former Chief Minister of Sindh, Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, agreed that the 
situation for the journalists of Larkana is not a good one. The President, 
Vice President, Joint Secretary and Treasurer of Larkana Press Club 
confirmed that journalists are not paid properly for their work. They lack 
basic necessities, such as healthcare, insurance and training and face 
threats and harassment by local politicians as a way to gag journalists - 
similar to the situation in other areas of the country. They claim that 
media personnel receive no security from the state for their life.  

The Vice President Zafar Ali Abro alleged that as a result of his reporting 
on the killing of Sardar Ali Nawaz Chandio of the Chandio tribe, Nawab 
Shabbir Ahmed Chandio and his brother Mushtaq Chandio came to his 
office and threatened to kill him. All of these people are very powerful 
and politically connected in the area.    

All the journalists interviewed agreed that they should be provided with 
insurance and that training workshops and seminars should also be 
conducted. 

Shikarpur  

Interviewed: President of the District Press Club of Shikarpur, Sodho 
James, General Secretary Agha Kamran Siddiqui, Vice President Agha 
Yunus Pathan, Sultan Ahmed Rind, Syed Rasheed Ahmed Shah, Fayyaz 
Soomro and others said that journalists in this area are harassed and 
receive death threats,. They face pressure from political leaders and 
feudal lords.  

The media in Shikarpur, (like other parts of Sindh), is heavily influenced 
by local political leaders who use pressure tactics to manipulate the 
journalists� reports.  

Sodho James said: �A few years ago, a local journalist was killed near the 
District Police Officer office because of his reports. Death threats were 
also received by other journalists. 

They said that the area is ruled by drug peddlers, but the administration 
takes no responsive action. The journalists in Shikarpur area receive 
neither salaries, insurance or other benefits.  
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As was found to be the case in other districts, Shikarpur does not have 
any standardized set of workshops, seminars or other programmes to 
train journalists.  

Jacobabad  

Interviewed: Chairman of District Press Club, Mustafa Ali, President 
Pervez Abro, General Secretary Babu Ghulam Haider Magsi, Senior Vice-
President Saleem Bhatti, Vice-President Akhtar Ali, Press Secretary 
Huzoor Bux Mugheri, Treasurer Mukesh Rupita, Coordination Secretary, 
Khuda Bux Soomro, Liaquat Brohi, Rajab Soomro, M.D. Imrani, Abdul 
Wahid Bhutto, Mohammad Hashim Brohi and Habib Dalani.  

The situation in Jacobabad is similar. Salaries are often not paid ,there is 
no healthcare, insurance, and training, the journalists face what can be 
termed as a severe and non-cooperative attitude from the administration 
in regards to their work and reporting.  

The journalists told the mission that they do not receive salaries from 
their organisations, and they lack healthcare and insurance.  

The government administration do not cooperate with them on any news 
coverage. They face constant political threats for their reporting and some 
politicians have also threatened them with dire consequences.  

The journalist community of Jacobabad demanded safety against political 
pressures and threats. They further demanded that Pakistan Federal 
Union (PFUJ) leadership hold regular training workshops and seminars 
so that their performance further improves.  

Additionally, they said that if media houses and channels paid 
appropriate salaries to their reporters and correspondents working in 
Sindh�s interior, they would be more dedicated to their profession.  
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Hyderabad 

The team comprising Javed Channa, Bureau Chief of APP Hyderabad, 
and Secretary-General of the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) 
Amin Yousuf visited Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas and Sukkur divisions.  

Hyderabad division is comprised of eight districts, including Hyderabad, 
Dado, Thatta, Badin, Tando Mohmamad Khan, Tando Allayar and 
Mityar.  

The Hyderabad Press Club has a membership of 234 journalists.  There 
are around 22 dailies (Urdu Sindhi), one Regional Times (English) and 24 
weeklies are printed from Hyderabad. The dailies Kawish and Ibrat are the 
largest publications in the region and have around 40 active editorial 
staff.  

Speaking on behalf of the journalists in Hyderabad, Junaid Khanzada, 
Hamid Shaikh, Aliya Soomro and other journalists told the  Mission that 
the salaries of the journalists working in Hyderabad is very poor. 
Monthly salaries vary from Rs5, 000 to Rs7, 000 (approximately 50 Euros) 
for subeditors and photographers. There is no job security, as media 
organizations do not provide appointment letters. In addition, political 
pressures, blackmailing and threats to media personnel are routine.  

A big city, Hyderabad encourages female journalists to work in news 
agencies and newspapers, but women are said to prefer to work on desks 
due to traditional roles at home limiting their mobility, there are reporters 
in print and electronic media, who are reporting courageously. Crime, 
politics, economics and other challenging areas are dominated by male 
journalists, while females are put on �soft topics� such as fashion, 
education and health. Female journalists, in comparison to their male 
counterparts, are receive even lower pay. They also lack healthcare, 
insurance and training facilities. Despite this, the majority of the 
journalists admitted that the situation is much better in Hyderabad as 
compared to other small cities of Sindh province.  
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Mirpurkhas 

Mirpurkhas division comprises Mirpurkhas, Sanghar, Tharparkar and 
Umerkot districts and Mirpurkhas and Sanghar districts each have 
further talukas (six sub-regions). In  Mirpurkhas -  Jhuddo, Digri, Kot 
Ghulam Mohammad, Hussain Bux Mari and Sindhri. In Sanghar - 
Shahdadpur, Tandoabad, Sinjoro, Khipro, Sanghar and Jam Nawaz Ali.  

Mirpurkhas is the divisional headquarter, with the Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG) of Police and the Commissioner offices headquartered 
here.  The main towns and cities of Mirpurkhas district that have press 
clubs include: Mirpurkhas, Digri, Kot Ghulam Mohammad, Sindhri, 
Mirwah Gorchani, Tando Jan Mohammad, Jhuddo, Naokot, Phuladyyoon 
and Hingorno.  

The main stations and towns of district Sanghar that have press clubs are: 
Sanghar, Tando Adam, Sinjhoro, Khipro, Jam Nawaz Ali, Sarhari, Lundo, 
Jhole, Shahpurchakar, Khadro, Hatango, Khai, Peromal, Kandiari and 
Berani.  

District Umerkot comprised four talukas - Umerkot, Samaro, Kunri and 
Pithoro. The main cities and towns of district Umerkot that have press 
clubs are: Umerkot, Samaro, Kunri, Pithoro, Shadi Palli, Dhoronaro, 
Chore, Nabisar, Ghulam Nabi Shah, Sofi Faqeer, Khokhropar and New 
Chore.  

District Tharparkar is comprised of four talukas - Mithi, Nagarparkar, 
Diplo and Chachchro. The main areas that have press clubs are: Mithi, 
Nagarparkar, Diplo, Chachchro, Islamkot, Kaloi, Chilhar, and Kantio.  

On an average, there are around 30 journalists performing their duties in 
each area or town.  

The journalists in Mirpurkhas - the fifth largest city of Sindh province - 
face similar problems as their counterparts elsewhere in Sindh.  
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In speaking with the team, the President of the Mirpurkhas Union of 
Journalists, Afaq Ahmed and others said that there is no concept of the 
payment of a salary to journalists from media institutions.  

Similarly, no compensation or honorarium is provided to journalists in 
cases of emergency or an accident. That is why they manage their 
earnings from other sources of income, while also conducting their 
journalistic activities on a part time basis. Only a few journalists are 
provided a minimum honorarium from their institutions.  

As throughout most of Sindh province, the journalist community faces 
constant threats from feudal lords, drug, land and transport mafia, who 
are supported by criminal elements that operate in the area. As a result of 
the open threats,  journalists are self-censoring, avoiding writing anything 
illegal activities. In cases where news reports are published about illegal 
activities, it is common for armed men to threaten journalists and also 
their families.  

Journalists do not get any medical cover and their meager salaries barely 
cover their costs of living.  As a result, their families remain in a state of 
constant financial stress and often crisis. In cases where there are court 
rulings and proceedings against journalists, no legal support is provided.  

There is no local press office for journalists to work from. For many this 
means they are deprived of the most necessary modern communication 
facilities such as computers, lap tops, fax machines and an internet 
connection.  

Most of the journalists in the province are less educated, untrained or 
partially trained and there is a critical need for professional training in 
news reporting, information gathering, verification, writing, and 
distribution. 

They have no access to valuable resources such as literature, books or 
library facilities which could assist them learn journalism basics, 
reporting, editing, and investigative reporting - both English and Urdu.  

Journalists in this area do have access to the National Press Club platform 
and say that if they were provided with books and resources, they would 
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be able to pass on this information to local journalists enabling them to 
improve their professional capabilities.  

In Sukkur, Zaman Bajwa, Mukhtar Shami, Pervez Khan, Rasheed Raza 
and other journalists provided information about the situation in the area.  
All four districts in Sukkur have press clubs in their taluqas. As far as 
district headquarter is concerned, Sukkur, Khairpur and Ghotki have two 
press clubs each while there is one press club at Noshero Feroze. In this 
way, headquarter of four districts has seven press clubs in all.  

As many as hundred journalists are performing their duties in Sukkur 
district, while the whole division has around 600 journalists which 
include photographers and cameramen too.  

Around twenty newspapers including Daily express, Daily Khabrain, 
Kaleem, Yadgar, Nijat, Explorer (English), Wisdom (English), Anjam and 
in Sindhi Khabroon, Sobbh, Pak Pak Sindh, Huqooqul Awam are 
published from Sukkur while more than 100 newspapers access 
information from Sukkur local newspapers including weekly and 
fortnightly newspapers.  

Around 80% of the journalists in Sukkur division do not get their salaries 
and they face constant pressure from politicians, feudal lords, dacoits and 
the law enforcement agencies. Some journalists are on the payroll of some 
politicians.  

Karachi  

In Karachi, the largest metropolitan city of Pakistan, more than 3,000 
journalists work in print and electronic media, including online services 
and FM radio stations. The Karachi Union of Journalists (KUJ) has 1,720 
general members, of whom 1,400 are active members. The Karachi Press 
Club has 1,312 members. Similarly, around 800 journalists are members 
of the Association of TV Journalists (ATJ). Other journalists are affiliated 
with other small groups and bodies.  
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More than 1,500 newspapers, magazines and journals have taken 
declaration from Karachi for publishing in different languages. These 
include monthlies, fortnightlies, weeklies and dailies. About 300 of these 
publications are published regularly. Most of the TV channels, with the 
exception of Express, Duniya, C-42, Royal TV, Punjab TV, Star Asia, Din, 
and Channel 5, are headquartered in Karachi.  

The mission team who interviewed journalists in Karachi included KUJ 
General Secretary Hassan Abbas, Member Executive Council KUJ Sheher 
Bano, KUJ Treasurer Wajid Raza Isphani and Faheem Siddiqui, Secretary 
of the Association of Television Journalists (ATJ). 

Though the situation of journalists in Karachi is better than in other cities 
of Pakistan, many of the journalists who are working for smaller 
organisations face problems of a similar nature to those elsewhere in 
Pakistan.  The media environment is more liberal in relation to the rest of 
the country, however there are occasions where journalists pay the price 
for writing the truth.  

Journalist injuries and deaths 

Many prominent journalists have been killed or injured while in the line 
of duty.   

In 2009, Fahim Siddiqui, a senior reporter with Geo News, was injured in a 
blast at Ashura procession, a religious festival of Muslims, while 
Khurram Gulzar and Rameez Vohra from Samaa TV, Sehr Afshan of 
Express News and Amin Shah from Waqt News were injured in a blast 
during Imam Hussain's Chehlum (another religious occasion for 
Muslims) in the same year (2009). Amin Yousuf, the PFUJ Secretary-
General, who was working for Samaa TV at that time, was injured by a 
mob went on a rampage following the Chehlum blast. 

Reporters and photographers have been threatened, harassed and fired 
upon in an effort to stop their coverage of the news. News equipment has 
been stolen and broken. The offices of Geo, The News and Jang have been 
attacked many times by armed mobs in response to factual reports 
against them. Sometimes state institutions, intelligence agencies and law 
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enforcement agencies have pressured the media to expel journalists from 
their media houses.  

Only recently, a programme was stopped during live transmission 
because the anchors� conversation was disliked by influential people.  

Karachi is a politically charged city, with various political, ethnic and 
religious groups living and working here alongside each other. In such an 
environment, any sentence, headline, image or video can incite another 
group or individual. Sometimes, journalists feel unable to report the 
truth.  

Organisations here, as in other cities of Pakistan, earn money off 
exclusive and investigative stories in which journalists risk their lives to 
find the truth.  Yet there are no concrete steps taken to ensure the security 
of these same journalists.  

With the advent of electronic media and a mad race for �breaking news� 
the news channels give minute by minute coverage of every incident or 
event in the city. This has changed the pattern of news coverage in the 
print media. Now, newspapers are working more on analysis, follow up 
stories and investigative stories.  

As a result, many newspapers have formed special investigation units, in 
which senior journalists search for facts and write investigative reports. 
While this has complicated the work of reporters, most are not paid 
according to the hard work they put into their professional activities.  

In smaller media houses, journalists remain underpaid. Insurance and, 
healthcare are not provided. The irony is that reporting equipment such 
as cameras, video recorders or vehicles are insured, but the journalists 
themselves are not. 

The breaking news syndrome, and mad race for live and/or exclusive 
converge, has resulted in journalists putting themselves in more 
dangerous situations and getting harmed, especially during incidents of 
bomb blasts, in which journalists rush to the scene to maximize close 
footage for their TV outlets. As a result many journalists get caught in the 
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path of secondary blasts, ending up being injured or even losing their 
lives.  

With the increasing risk and harm to journalists through such incidents, 
media organisations are being pushed by journalists� associations not to 
risk the lives of their reporters and photographers, who are now often 
instructed by the media houses to get coverage from a safe distance.  

Female journalists in Karachi 

Female journalists in Karachi have come a long way over the past 65 
years and now many women are affiliated with print and electronic 
media. However, female journalists continue to experience entrenched 
discrimination.  

�The myth that a woman cannot give her 100 per cent to the profession is 
the main impediment in the career growth of a woman. There is no 
dearth of people who believe that journalism, particularly reporting, is 
not meant for women,� opined a female journalist working at an English 
daily. Women usually prefer desk jobs, due to a conservative approach in 
the country's society which looks down upon women who work late 
hours. 

Additionally, and despite the fact that many females are the bread 
winners of their families, they are still considered the secondary income 
generators; pointing to ingrained cultural stereotypes.  

Female journalists also face discrimination in the workplace by their male 
counterparts in terms of topics to report on and are often given limited 
scope. The exception is only seen in bigger organisations where female 
reporters also work in traditionally male-dominated areas and topics 
such as crime or the courts. Similarly, they are discriminated on in 
matters such as job appointments, salaries, promotions and trainings. 

Though maternity leave was given to women in the 1970s by the then 
government of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, many organisations still do not 
provide maternity leave to their female staff, especially those on 
contracts. Some provide only one month unpaid leave and limited 
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medical cover and often no insurance is provided to them, despite the fact 
that they are conducting reports outside their desk assignments. No 
subsidise, educational or residential assistance is provided to the children 
of female journalists. Moreover, no training facilities are arranged for 
female journalists by the organisations.    

According to some female journalists who were interviewed during the 
visit, �Despite proclaiming [themselves] as �equal opportunity 
employers�, the organisations they work for do not extend the same 
medical facilities to female journalists as provided to their male 
counterparts. For example, in the case of a male spouse�s illness, a female 
journalist cannot officially bear the expense of medical treatment of her 
husband. While the office of a male journalist would bear the expense of 
his wife, irrespective of the fact [of] whether she works.� 

Some women also complained of sexual harassment in the work place 
and by wider society in general. 

There are very few facilities in newspaper offices for women. Separate 
washrooms, separate retiring rooms, prayer rooms, or day care centres, 
are �just a dream� for female workers, even in big media organisations. 
�Working mothers need time for their children. But there is not a single 
newspaper in Pakistan today, which has any day care facility for working 
mothers.� Some of the female journalists also face a lack of proper office 
space for them. 

In many professional organisations such as the press clubs, KUJ, the Arts 
Council or labor unions in the media offices, only males are elected in 
decision-making posts, while females are included for namesake in the 
governing bodies or Executive Councils. These women neither enjoy any 
decision power nor are they consulted in decisions on any important 
matters.  
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Journalists Killed in Sindh since 2000 

 
November 11, 2000 
Sajid Mehmood, a computer operator died of injuries sustained in the 
November 6, 2000 bomb blast at the Karachi advertising offices of the 
national daily Nawa-e-Waqt. His death raised the toll of that attack to four, 
including an unidentified woman who was believed to have carried out 
the suicide bombing. Other staff members of the newspaper, Najam-ul-
Hassan and Ziaul Haq, also died in the same incident. 

 
May 2, 2000 
Soofi Mohammad Khan, a journalist with the Karachi-based daily Ummat, 
was shot dead in the town of Shadi Large, near the border with India on 
May 2, 2000. 

 
October 20, 2002 
Shahid Soomro, 26, a correspondent for the Hyderabad-based newspaper 
Kawish, was shot dead in front of his house in the town of Kandhkot. He 
was allegedly killed because of his reporting of the recent election 
campaign. 

 
October 3, 2003 
Ammer Bux Brohi, 27, a reporter for the Sindh-language daily Kawish, 
was shot at by unidentified gunmen in the town of Shikarpur, Sindh 
province. Police rushed Brohi to hospital where he died of his injuries. 

 
May 30, 2006 
Munir Ahmed Sangi, a cameraman for the Sindhi language Kawish 
Television Network (KTN) was shot dead while covering a clash between 
members of the Unar and Abro tribes in the south of Sindh province. 

 
November 23, 2007 
Zubair Ahmed Mujahid, President of Mirpurkhas Press Club and a senior 
journalist for the leading Urdu daily, Jang was shot dead by an 
unidentified man on a motorcycle, in southern Sindh. 
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October 18, 2007 
Muhammad Arif, a cameraman with the private TV Station, ARY One 
World, was among at least 138 people killed in the two bomb blasts in 
Karsaz, Karachi during the procession to welcome former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto on her return to Pakistan. 

 
June 17, 2007 
Noor Ahmed Solangi, a journalist with the Sindhi-language daily 
Khabroon was shot dead by unknown assailants in Pirjo. 

 
December 31, 2007 
Kamil Mashhadi, a TV journalist was shot dead in Karachi. He sustained 
two bullet wounds - one to the head and the other to the chin. He died on 
the way to hospital. 

 
August 7, 2007 
Hamid Ali, a photographer for Ummat was crushed to death by a 
speeding bus in Al-Asif area of Karachi while on assignment.  

 
September 7, 2007 
Rab Nawaz Chandio a reporter at the Daily Halchal, Hyderabad was 
gunned down by unknown assailants in Khursheed Colony. 

 
January 13, 2007 
Makhdoom Muhammad Rafiq, Chief Editor of Sindhi Newspaper Nijaat  
was killed by unidentified men, apparently in a dispute over property, in 
Khora Town Gambat Taluka. 

 
February 17, 2010 
Ashiq Ali Mangi of Mehran TV, was shot dead outside the Khairpur Press 
Club by an unidentified gunman. 
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December 2, 2010 
Mahmood Chandio (Awaz), Bureau Chief of Sindhi-language television 
station Awaz and President of the local press club was killed by assailants 
outside his house in Mirpurkhas. 

 
January 13, 2011 
Wali Khan Babar a reporter for Geo News was shot shortly after filing a 
report on gang wars in Karachi. 

 

Recommendations 

The following recommendations come directly from the journalists 
interviewed by the Fact-Finding Mission: 

1. Proper safety and security training should be conducted for all 
reporters/correspondents of interior Sindh. Special training for 
journalists working in conflict areas should be arranged. 

2. Reporters should be appointed on a merit basis and regular 
scrutiny should be conducted of the journalists to ensure 
reporting is unbiased. Professional monitoring of the news 
dispatched by the area correspondents should be done to also 
ensure unbiased reporting.  

3. Regular professional training should be delivered to journalists to 
maintain professionalism and to enhance their skills levels. These 
trainings should include topics such as writing skills, language 
proficiency, editing, and interview techniques. 

4. The correspondents of electronic media need to be given special 
training for day-to-day reporting and they should be provided 
with proper equipment by their organisations, so that they are 
able to perform their duties professionally. 

5. Journalists should be provided healthcare and security provisions. 

6. Criminal cases should be registered, investigated and all 
perpetrators responsible for threats and violence against all media 
workers should be prosecuted. 
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7. Journalists should be provided life insurance and medical 
insurance by their media houses. Similarly, proper monetary 
compensation should be provided for the families of slain 
journalists. 

8. Journalists and their families should be given proper medical 
cover and in case of any injury, the journalist should be given 
access to reputable medical facilities. 

9. The media houses should ensure that they do not put their 
reporters� lives at stake by posting them in areas that increases 
their vulnerability. There is a need to sensitize media owners and 
higher management to the risks involved in reporting. They 
should understand that reporters should �give news and should 
not become a news�. However, in cases where it is necessary to 
put reporters in dangerous situations, the local administration and 
state institutions should be contacted so that the maximum 
cooperation and safety measures be provided to safeguard them 
during assignment. 

10. Proper inquiry should be conducted for all the slain journalists 
and killers should be brought to justice. A culture of impunity 
must not be tolerated or perpetuated.  
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