1. SAMPLE LETTER TO AMBASSADORS

July 28, 2016
H.E .  Xxxxxx Xxxxxxxx (NAME OF THE AMBASSADOR)
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey
The Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
Local address – Street – City – Postal code - Country
Your Excellency
On behalf of (NAME OF YOUR UNION OR ASSOCIATION) and its (NUMBER OF MEMBERS) members, I am writing to express our deepest concerns at the unprecedented clampdown on media in Turkey and to urge your government to reverse the widespread attacks targeting journalists and media outlets in the country.

Through the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and the European Federation of Journalists (EFJ), we are reporting all these press freedom violations on the Council of Europe Platform for the Protection of Journalism.

We believe that the state of emergency should not be used as an excuse for widespread purges in media and other sections of society. Censorship of media simply for criticising government policy is unlawful, even in a state of emergency.

We call on the Turkish authorities to respect international conventions protecting the human rights, the trade union rights and the freedom of expression. 

We urge you to foster a culture where press freedom is fully respected.
(OPTIONAL :) (We would highly appreciate if you would accept a meeting with a delegation of our organization to discuss the issue.)
Yours sincerely,
(NAME OF THE PRESIDENT OR THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF YOUR ORGANISATION)

(SIGNATURE)

2.
SAMPLE LETTER TO YOUR PRIME MINISTER
July 28, 2016

Prime Minister
Office of the Prime Minister

Local address – Street – City – Postal code - Country

Dear Prime Minister,
On behalf of (NAME OF YOUR UNION OR ASSOCIATION) and its (NUMBER OF MEMBERS) members, I am writing to express our deepest concerns at the unprecedented clampdown on media in Turkey and to urge your government to press on the Turkish authorities the need to end security forces to stop the widespread attacks targeting journalists and media outlets in Turkey.

Through the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and the European Federation of Journalists (EFJ), we are reporting all these press freedom violations on the Council of Europe Platform for the Protection of Journalism.

We believe that the state of emergency should not be used as an excuse for widespread purges in media and other sections of society. Censorship of media simply for criticising government policy is unlawful, even in a state of emergency.

We urge you to hold the Turkish government to its obligations under international conventions on human rights, including trade union rights and the freedom of expression. 

We further call on your government to t take a stand and demand accountability from President Erdogan for serious violations of  human rights by his government such as  muzzling the press. Our country cannot remain silent while journalists are being arrested by dozens in Turkey.

We thank you for the attention that you will bring to this letter.

Yours sincerely,
(NAME OF THE PRESIDENT OR THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF YOUR ORGANISATION)

(SIGNATURE)

