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His excellency 
Rodriguo Duterte 
President of the Philippines 
 
Concern: Call to End Impunity for Killers of Journalists in the Philippines                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                          

7 November 2019  
 
Your Excellency,  
 
 
We are writing on behalf of the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), the world’s largest 
organisation of media professionals representing over 600.000 members in more than 140 countries, to 
urge your government to address the issue of impunity for violence against journalists in the Philippines. 
 
The IFJ’s principal mandate is to promote and defend the rights of journalists, including the right to life and 
physical safety. In this regard, it constantly monitors violations of our members’ rights around the world 
and it publishes an annual report on journalists and media staff who are killed for no other reason than the 
legitimate practice of their profession. 
 
On UN Day against impunity for crime targeting journalists, the IFJ has launched its annual campaign to 
“End Impunity’ for violence against journalists, focusing on Palestine, Peru, the Philippines, Somalia and 
Ukraine. We are mobilising our 180 affiliates worldwide and their 600,000 members to highlight the 
impunity in these countries. You can view the campaign here.  
 
According to our records, the Philippines stands among the countries with the highest toll of impunity for 
crimes against journalists. While it is recorded that 186 occurred since 1986, only 17 cases have been 
resolved. 

 
We are very concerned that, while the killings of journalists continue unabated, there is little evidence of 
any political will to investigate these crimes and hold those responsible to account. The massacre of 32 
journalists in the Maguindanao province ten years ago is a case in point. The wheels of justice have 
turned so painfully slowly and, to date, there has not been a single conviction.  
 
Instead, a number of witnesses to the massacre have been killed, making the prospects of successful 
prosecutions even more remote. For the victims’ families, the lack of progress in this case amounts to 
‘Justice delayed is justice denied.’ 
 
The Maguindanao massacre, which remains the single deadliest attack on media ever, has become 
emblematic of the culture of impunity which is so entrenched in the Philippines.  
 

https://www.ifj.org/actions/ifj-campaigns/end-impunity-2019.html
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At the same, the reaction of the authorities – at best indifferent to the safety crisis in media – has been 
another cause for concern. Perhaps nothing can illustrate better this indifference than the remarks of 
President Rodrigo Duterte. 
 

“Just because you’re a journalist you are not exempted from assassination, if you’re a son of a 

bitch” he told reporters. 
 
It is troubling to note the lack of understanding for the urgent need to protect journalists on the part of the 
highest authority in the Philippines, which has led to accusations of lack of political will to enforce the rule 
of law and accountability and to deter violence targeting journalists. 
 
The IFJ, together with our member in the Philippines, the National Union of Journalists of the Philippines 
(NUJP) have long campaigned for justice for colleagues we lost to violence in the country. The IFJ also 
continues to campaign within international institutions including the United Nations, UNESCO and the 
Human Rights Council. We are demanding an International convention on the safety of journalists which 
introduces binding norms establishing safeguards for media workers. 
 
We urge your government to dispel the impression of indifference in the face of deadly assaults against 
journalists. There is so much more that can be done with genuine commitment to fighting impunity. To 
start with, there needs to be justice, free from fear or favour, for victims of the Maguindanao massacre.  

 
 
                                                               Yours sincerely, 
 

Anthony Bellanger 
 

    
 
IFJ General Secretary 

 


