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Press Statement

2021 August 20

A solidarity campaign for Afghan journalists
We join journalist organizations worldwide in condemning the surge in violence and threats against journalists and independent media by the Taliban militants. Over 1200 journalists and media workers have already lost their jobs, with many more being currently under threat.

According to Afghanistan Independent Journalists Association (AIJA), nearly 98 percentage of the media houses stopped publication and broadcast while remaining two percentage of the media houses are operating the media house adopting Taliban’s policies ‘ No Music’, ‘No Women’ and running Taliban propaganda. 
As the Federation of Media Employees Trade Unions (FMETU) of Sri Lanka, we appeal to the Taliban militants to stop intimidating and attacking journalists and media workers in Afghanistan. Further, we appeal to the Taliban to permit workers of media institutions to carry out their duty freely and without fear of violence or reprisal.
As a member of the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) we are committed towards working closely with the Afghan Independent Journalists’ Association (AIJA), and Afghanistan’s National Journalists Union (ANJU) to provide emergency support to help journalists take protective measures and seek safety.

We are supporting IFJ Asia Pacific which is closely working with Afghan Journalists Associations and their members to safeguard media freedom.
with Solidarity,
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Dharmasiri Lankapeli

General Secretary, 
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