
 

 

 

 
Her Excellency Mrs Ma. Hellen Barber De La Vega 
Ambassador of the Philippines 
Embassy of the Philippines 
1 Moonah Place,  
Yarralumla, ACT 2600 
cbrpe@philembassy.org.au  
  
Senator the Hon Marise Payne 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
PO Box 6100 
Senate 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
foreign.minister@dfat.gov.au  

 7 May 2020 
 
Your Excellency, 
 
Closure of the ABS‐CBN network 
  
The Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance, the union and professional association for 
Australia’s journalists, is deeply concerned at the failure of the Philippines’ Congress to 
renew the licence of the country’s major broadcast network ABS‐CBN. 
  
The closure of the network has led to almost 11,000 people being put out of work at a 
key time when the provision of information about COVID‐19 is a vital service to the 
Filipino community. 
  
It is apparent that some of the motivation behind the failure to renew is political. 
President Rodrigo Duterte has made no secret of his disdain for public interest 
journalism. He has also openly complained about the network since he ran for office in 
2016.  
  
The closure of ABS‐CBN is clearly an assault on press freedom. 
  
The loss of ABS‐CBN also hurts the Filipino people for no reason. It silences the service 
they rely on for news and information. It puts an enormous strain on the broadcast 
services that remain to try to fill the gap after the loss of the biggest broadcaster in the 
market. It puts thousands of people out of work and means their families will struggle 
unnecessarily during the current lockdown. 
  
There has been no satisfactory evidence presented for why the Congress has moved so 
slowly to renew the ABS‐CBN franchise. The deadline for renewal crept ever closer but 
lawmakers failed to act. It is more than ironic that President Duterte has thanked the 
network for its essential service role during the pandemic.



 

 

 
We urge the Duterte Administration to act swiftly to restore ABS‐CBN to the air by 
ensuring the closure order issued by the National Telecommunications Commission is 
lifted and that Congress resolves quickly to renew the network’s licence. To do 
otherwise merely harms the Administration’s reputation around the world at a time of 
global crisis. 
  
Sincerely, 
  

 
Marcus Strom 
Federal president 
MEAA Media 
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Thursday, 14 May 2020 

 

His Excellency 

V.V.T.Bandillo,  

Ambassador 

Consulate of the Republic of Philippine, 

EML Building, 5th floor, 

No 61, WA.D.Ramanayake Mawatha,  

Colombo 02, 

Sri Lanka.  

 

Your Excellency Ambassador V.V.T.Bandillo, 
 

The Free Media Movement (www.fmmsrilanka.lk) is disturbed by the recent decision of the 

Philippines’ Congress to delay the renewal of the franchise license of the country’s largest 

broadcasting network ABS-CBN, forcing the network to shut down on May 5, 2020.  

 

The network closure has led almost 11,000 people being put out of work at a key time when the 

provision of information about Covid-19 is a vital service to the Filipino community. In rural areas, 

ABS-CBN has been the only program available to many homes. President Duterte himself has thanked 

the network for its essential role during the pandemic. 

 

We are concerned that ABS-CBN has been under constant attack by Duterte administration and fear 

that the shutdown is yet another attack on press freedom in your country. It is an attack on all Filipinos 

who rely on the network for news and information. The closure will also put additional financial strain 

on the families of ABS-CBN workers during the current lockdown.  

 

We note that no satisfactory evidence has been presented for why the Congress has moved slowly to 

renew the ABS-CBN franchise. President Duterte has not only influenced the delays in the renewal 

process but has repeatedly threatened and censored the independent media network over the years.   

 

The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) was set to grant provisional authority to ABS-

CBN after May 4, while their application for extension was still pending approval from Congress. We 

are dismayed that Jose Calida, Solicitor General of the Duterte administration issued a warning against 

NTC, threatening to prosecute the commissioners if they approve the provisional authority. 

 

These efforts to undermine the independent media and due process present a clear danger to media 

freedom and the public’s right to know.  

 

We call on the Duterte Administration to act swiftly to ensure that Congress renews the network’s 

license and restore ABS-CBN to the air. To do otherwise would harm the Administration’s reputation 

during this global health crisis.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

.  

  

C.Dodawatta Lasantha De Silva  

Convener  Secretary  
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Daniel Ramos Mr. Espiritu      Dated: May 14, 2020. 
Embassy of the Philippines 
Islamabad, Pakistan.  
 
Your Excellency Ambassador Daniel Ramos  
 
The Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) which represents over Ten thousand journalists of 

Pakistan, is disturbed by the recent decision of the Philippines’ Congress to delay the renewal of the 

franchise license of the country’s largest broadcasting network ABS-CBN, forcing the network to shut 

down on May 5, 2020.  

The network closure has led almost 11,000 people being put out of work at a key time when the 

provision of information about Covid-19 is a vital service to the Filipino community. In rural areas, 

ABS-CBN has been the only program available to many homes. President Duterte himself has 

thanked the network for its essential role during the pandemic. 

We are concerned that ABS-CBN has been under constant attack by Duterte administration and fear 

that the shutdown is yet another attack on press freedom in your country. It is an attack on all 

Filipinos who rely on the network for news and information. The closure will also put additional 

financial strain on the families of ABS-CBN workers during the current lockdown.  

We note that no satisfactory evidence has been presented for why the Congress has moved slowly 

to renew the ABS-CBN franchise. President Duterte has not only influenced the delays in the renewal 

process but has repeatedly threatened and censored the independent media network over the 

years.   

The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) was set to grant provisional authority to ABS-

CBN after May 4, while their application for extension was still pending approval from Congress. We 

are dismayed that Jose Calida, Solicitor General of the Duterte administration issued a warning 

against NTC, threatening to prosecute the commissioners if they approve the provisional authority. 

These efforts to undermine the independent media and due process present a clear danger to media 

freedom and the public’s right to know.  

We call on the Duterte Administration to act swiftly to ensure that Congress renews the network’s 

license and restore ABS-CBN to the air. To do otherwise would harm the Administration’s reputation 

during this global health crisis.  

Yours sincerely,      

 

 

Rana Muhammad Azeem 

Secretary General PFUJ 
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           14th May, 2020 
H.E. Ambassador Daniel R. Espiritu,  
Embassy of the Philippines,  
Islamabad, Pakistan. 
 
Your Excellency Ambassador Daniel R. Espiritu, 
 
The PFUJ is disturbed by the recent decision of the Philippines’ Congress to delay the renewal of the franchise license 
of the country’s largest broadcasting network ABS-CBN, forcing the network to shut down on May 5, 2020.  
 
The network closure has led almost 11,000 people being put out of work at a key time when the provision of 
information about Covid-19 is a vital service to the Filipino community. In rural areas, ABS-CBN has been the only 
program available to many homes. President Duterte himself has thanked the network for its essential role during 
the pandemic. 
 

We are concerned that ABS-CBN has been under constant attack by Duterte administration and fear that the 
shutdown is yet another attack on press freedom in your country. It is an attack on all Filipinos who rely on the 
network for news and information. The closure will also put additional financial strain on the families of ABS-CBN 
workers during the current lockdown.  
 
We note that no satisfactory evidence has been presented for why the Congress has moved slowly to renew the 
ABS-CBN franchise. President Duterte has not only influenced the delays in the renewal process but has repeatedly 
threatened and censored the independent media network over the years.   
 
The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) was set to grant provisional authority to ABS-CBN after May 4, 
while their application for extension was still pending approval from Congress. We are dismayed that Jose Calida, 
Solicitor General of the Duterte administration issued a warning against NTC, threatening to prosecute the 
commissioners if they approve the provisional authority. 
 
These efforts to undermine the independent media and due process present a clear danger to media freedom and 
the public’s right to know.  
 
We call on the Duterte Administration to act swiftly to ensure that Congress renews the network’s license and 
restore ABS-CBN to the air. To do otherwise would harm the Administration’s reputation during this global health 
crisis.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
G.M. Jamali, 
President, 
Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) 
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Aliansi Jurnalis Independen 
The Alliance of Independent Journalists       

_______________________________________________________________                  

 

Jalan Sigura-gura No. 6a/1, Durentiga, Jakarta Selatan 12760 

Phone. 6221 – 220 79779   Email : sekretariat@ajiindonesia.or.id   Web : www.aji.or.id 

Ref. 168/AJI/L/V/2020        Jakarta, May 15, 2020 
 
 
H.E. (Mr.) Lee Hiong Tan Wee 
Embassy of the Philippines 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
 
 
Your Excellency Ambassador Lee Hiong Tan Wee 
 
The  Alliance of Independent Journalists (AJI) Indonesia, is disturbed by the recent decision of the 
Philippines’ Congress to delay the renewal of the franchise license of the country’s largest broadcasting 
network ABS-CBN, forcing the network to shut down on May 5, 2020.  
 
The network closure has led almost 11,000 people being put out of work at a key time when the provision 
of information about Covid-19 is a vital service to the Filipino community. In rural areas, ABS-CBN has 
been the only program available to many homes. President Duterte himself has thanked the network for 
its essential role during the pandemic. 
 
We are concerned that ABS-CBN has been under constant attack by Duterte administration and fear that 
the shutdown is yet another attack on press freedom in your country. It is an attack on all Filipinos who 
rely on the network for news and information. The closure will also put additional financial strain on the 
families of ABS-CBN workers during the current lockdown.  
 
We note that no satisfactory evidence has been presented for why the Congress has moved slowly to 
renew the ABS-CBN franchise. President Duterte has not only influenced the delays in the renewal process 
but has repeatedly threatened and censored the independent media network over the years.   
 
The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) was set to grant provisional authority to ABS-CBN 
after May 4, while their application for extension was still pending approval from Congress. We are 
dismayed that Jose Calida, Solicitor General of the Duterte administration issued a warning against NTC, 
threatening to prosecute the commissioners if they approve the provisional authority. 
 
These efforts to undermine the independent media and due process present a clear danger to media 
freedom and the public’s right to know.  
 
We call on the Duterte Administration to act swiftly to ensure that Congress renews the network’s license 
and restore ABS-CBN to the air. To do otherwise would harm the Administration’s reputation during this 
global health crisis.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Abdul Manan       Revolusi Riza 
President        General Secretary  

mailto:sekretariat@ajiindonesia.or.id
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2020 15 May  
His Excellency 
V.V.T BANDILLO 
Ambassador, Consulate of the Republic of Philippines 
EML Building, 5th Floor, 
61, W. A. D. Ramanayake Mawatha,  
Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
 
Your Excellency Ambassador V. V. T. Bandillo, 
 
The Federation of Media Employees' Trade Unions of Sri Lanka, disturbed by the recent decision of the Philippines’ 
Congress to delay the renewal of the franchise license of the country’s largest broadcasting network ABS-CBN, 
forcing the network to shut down on May 5, 2020.  
 
The network closure has led almost 11,000 people being put out of work at a key time when the provision of 
information about Covid-19 is a vital service to the Filipino community. In rural areas, ABS-CBN has been the only 
program available to many homes. President Duterte himself has thanked the network for its essential role during 
the pandemic. 
 
We are concerned that ABS-CBN has been under constant attack by Duterte administration and fear that the 
shutdown is yet another attack on press freedom in your country. It is an attack on all Filipinos who rely on the 
network for news and information. The closure will also put additional financial strain on the families of ABS-CBN 
workers during the current lockdown.  
 
We note that no satisfactory evidence has been presented for why the Congress has moved slowly to renew the 
ABS-CBN franchise. President Duterte has not only influenced the delays in the renewal process but has repeatedly 
threatened and censored the independent media network over the years.   
 
The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) was set to grant provisional authority to ABS-CBN after May 4, 
while their application for extension was still pending approval from Congress. We are dismayed that Jose Calida, 
Solicitor General of the Duterte administration issued a warning against NTC, threatening to prosecute the 
commissioners if they approve the provisional authority. 
 
These efforts to undermine the independent media and due process present a clear danger to media freedom and 
the public’s right to know.  
 
We call on the Duterte Administration to act swiftly to ensure that Congress renews the network’s license and 
restore ABS-CBN to the air. To do otherwise would harm the Administration’s reputation during this global health 
crisis.  
Yours sincerely,  

  
Dharmasiri Lankapeli, 
General Serretary 
 
fmetu123@gmail.com 
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                            15 May, 2020 
H.E. (Mr.) Ramon S. Bagatsing, Jr. 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
50-N Nyaya Marg, Chanakyapuri  
New Delhi: 110021 
 
Your Excellency Ambassador Ramon S. Bagatsing, Jr, 
 
The National Union of Journalists(India) -NUJ(I) in short is an umbrella organisation of working journalists and is engaged 
for betterment and causes of journalists in the country since 1972. It has 24 State units covering almost all States of the 
India having more than 20000 members on its roll in India. It is recognised and affiliated to the International Federation of 
Journalists (IFJ), Brussels, Belgium. The NUJ(I), the largest trade union for the journalists in the country is disturbed by the 
recent decision of the Philippines’ Congress to delay the renewal of the franchise license of the country’s largest 
broadcasting network ABS-CBN, forcing the network to shutdown on May 5, 2020.  
 
The network closure has led almost 11,000 people being put out of work at a key time when the provision of information 
about Covid-19 is a vital service to the Filipino community. In rural areas, ABS-CBN has been the only program available to 
many homes. President Duterte himself has thanked the network for its essential role during the pandemic. 
 
We are concerned that ABS-CBN has been under constant attack by Duterte administration and fear that the shutdown is 
yet another attack on press freedom in your country. It is an attack on all Filipinos who rely on the network for news and 
information. The closure will also put additional financial strain on the families of ABS-CBN workers during the current 
lockdown.  
 
We note that no satisfactory evidence has been presented for why the Congress has moved slowly to renew the ABS-CBN 
franchise. President Duterte has not only influenced the delays in the renewal process but has repeatedly threatened and 
censored the independent media network over the years.   
 
The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) was set to grant provisional authority to ABS-CBN after May 4, while 
their application for extension was still pending approval from Congress. We are dismayed that Jose Calida, Solicitor 
General of the Duterte administration issued a warning against NTC, threatening to prosecute the commissioners if they 
approve the provisional authority.  These efforts to undermine the independent media and due process present a clear 
danger to media freedom and the public’s right to know.  
 
We call on the Duterte Administration to act swiftly to ensure that Congress renews the network’s license and restore 
ABS-CBN to the air. To do otherwise would harm the Administration’s reputation during this global health crisis.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

     
Ras Bihari    (Prasanna Mohanty) 
President    Secretary General 
            National Union of Journalists (India) 



 
                                                                          15th May, 2020 
Mr V.V.T Bandillo 
Ambassador of the Republic of Philippines, 
Colombo-Sri Lanka 
 
 
Your Excellency Ambassador Mr V.V.T Bandillo 
 
 
The Sri Lanka Working Journalists Association, is disturbed by the recent decision of the Philippines’ Congress to 
delay the renewal of the franchise license of the country’s largest broadcasting network ABS-CBN, forcing the 
network to shut down on May 5, 2020.  

The network closure has led almost 11,000 people being put out of work at a key time when the provision of 
information about Covid-19 is a vital service to the Filipino community. In rural areas, ABS-CBN has been the only 
program available to many homes. President Duterte himself has thanked the network for its essential role during 
the pandemic. 

We are concerned that ABS-CBN has been under constant attack by Duterte administration and fear that the 
shutdown is yet another attack on press freedom in your country. It is an attack on all Filipinos who rely on the 
network for news and information. The closure will also put additional financial strain on the families of ABS-CBN 
workers during the current lockdown.  

We note that no satisfactory evidence has been presented for why the Congress has moved slowly to renew the ABS-
CBN franchise. President Duterte has not only influenced the delays in the renewal process but has repeatedly 
threatened and censored the independent media network over the years.   

The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) was set to grant provisional authority to ABS-CBN after May 4, 
while their application for extension was still pending approval from Congress. We are dismayed that Jose Calida, 
Solicitor General of the Duterte administration issued a warning against NTC, threatening to prosecute the 
commissioners if they approve the provisional authority. 

These efforts to undermine the independent media and due process present a clear danger to media freedom and 
the public’s right to know.  

We call on the Duterte Administration to act swiftly to ensure that Congress renews the network’s license and 
restore ABS-CBN to the air. To do otherwise would harm the Administration’s reputation during this global health 
crisis.  

Yours sincerely,             

                                                                                                                             
                       President                                                                                         General Secretary                          

 


