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Dear Prime Minister, 

I write on behalf of the International Federation of Journalists and its member unions to 
express our serious concern regarding the media law you will soon be discussing at your council 
of ministers. 

According to our member union in Somalia, the National Union of Somali Journalists, this 
proposed law had been drafted without the normal consultation with the relevant stakeholders 
including themselves as representatives of Somali journalists, and they fear that, in its present 
form, it would restrict the work of journalists, media freedom and freedom of expression. 

The IFJ believes that, apart from the vague formulations in its provisions and articles, the draft 
law seeks to establish a media regulatory mechanism under the control of the Ministry of 
Information which includes a wide range of punitive measures likely to be used against the 
independent media. Even the composition and governance of the regulatory body remains 
indeterminate. 

Furthermore the draft text also seeks to interfere in the ethics of journalism, a subject 
which is best left to journalists and their union to decide upon, independently from any 
interference from a governmental institution. 

We understand the fear of Somali journalists that, if enacted, the law could be used to clamp 
down on dissenting media houses and their workers. It would refer purported media offences 
to the judiciary, which currently remains weak, and part and parcel of the executive branch. 
The law stipulates that journalists should be forced to disclose their sources in a court of law, 
something the global unions of journalists would never accept. 

Media laws usually serve a public purpose, such as the right of the people of Somalia to be 
informed about the processes under which they are governed. This law seems to be designed 
instead to protect governmental privileges.  

…./…. 



 

There is also great uncertainty about the fate of the previous media law of December 
2007, which must be repealed. The government, through the Ministry of Information, has failed 
to change this media law, which restricts the right to freedom of expression, and it seems that 
it would still remain in the statute books. 

The IFJ insists that any future media law must repeal the December 2007 draconian media law, 
and support and encourage the development of a pluralistic, inclusive media that provides a 
platform for a democratic discourse and supports Somalia’s peace building process and 
democratisation. 

The IFJ urges the council of ministers to refer back this draft text and re-start the drafting 
process in a manner that ensures inclusivity, transparency and broad participatory 
consultations with relevant media stakeholders across the country, not only confined to 
Mogadishu and not cherry-picked by the Ministry of Information in order to develop a 
progressive and transparent legal mechanisms for media. 

I can assure you, Prime Minister, that in its present form the draft law cannot but be labeled as 
repressive and very similar to other legislation used by undemocratic governments in order to 
suppress media rights. We will work with the International TUC to oppose it and to campaign 
against it in every possible way.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Jim Boumelha 
President 
International Federation of Journalists 
 


