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FOREWORD 
  
After 9/11, the situation of journalists in Pakistan has deteriorated. International 
organisations have termed Pakistan as the most dangerous place in the world for 
journalists. 
 
Journalists in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Federally Administered Tribal Areas, Balochistan, 
Sindh and Punjab are working in a state of uncertainty. Even mediapersons in Islamabad 
consider themselves unsafe. Saleem Shahzad, Asad Hameed and Mohammad Ismail were 
killed in the heart of Islamabad and its twin city, Rawalpindi. 
 
Keeping in view the prevailing situation, International Federation of Journalists, 
collaborated with the PFUJ and constituted local missions, comprising senior journalists, 
which visited various parts of the country. 
 
These missions went to far-flung areas of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, FATA, Sindh, 
Balochistan and Punjab and met journalists working there. Never before were such 
missions ever sent that exclusively focused on the state in which journalists in small 
towns were. 
 
I appreciate the efforts of all the journalists who participated in the missions and spared 
their precious time for their colleagues. 
 

I also want to thank the International Federation of Journalists for supporting PFUJ and 
its affiliated chapters in improving the condition of journalists. 

 

 

Pervaiz Shaukat 

PFUJ President  
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INTRODUCTION 

Balochistan � territorially the largest though the most thinly populated province in 
Pakistan � is plagued by insurgency led by Baloch nationalist forces. A persistent long-
running separatist movement in the province is focused on securing local control of the 
area�s rich natural resources and defending the identity and rights of the Baloch 
community. Even as the province is considered by some as �Taliban Central�, the 
province�s difficulties do not attract international headlines in the same way as 
insurgencies in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas. 
Journalists and media workers operating in Balochistanoperate in an extremely difficult 
and tense environment. 

Contending with alarmingly regular violence and threats as a consequence of their work, 
leading to widespread self-censorship, journalists working in Balochistan struggle to 
maintain a balance in reporting on the conflict between nationalist organizations and the 
paramilitary Frontier Corps. The conflict has become the primary factor in the killing of 
journalists and media personnel in the province.  

Following the events of 9/11, and up until December 2011, Pakistani journalists have 
buried as many as 22 of their colleagues in Balochistan province alone. The period 
between 2008 to 2011, was particularly bad, with16 journalists killed in attacks by 
militants (these militants are either Taliban or belong to nationalist, separatist or pro-
federation groups), in this time alone. The killing of a number of journalists remains 
uninvestigated 

In Pakistan - over 75 journalists have died in the line of duty since 2001, 13 of which 
have been killed since 2008, making it one of the most dangerous countries for 
journalists. The province of Balochistan has seen a high count of casualties in the last 
couple of years. The last one, Javed Naseer Rind, was killed on November 5, 2011. 

BALOCHISTAN 

Balochistan is a province located in Pakistan�s south west. It is the country�s largest 
province by land mass, making up 44 per cent of the country's total land area, i.e. 347,190 
sq km of the total 796,096 sq km. Despite its size, the province is sparsely populated and 
makes up only five per cent (eight million) of the national population. It has the highest 
illiteracy rate in Pakistan, at over 54 per cent. 

Balochistan is bordered by Iran on its south western side, by Afghanistan in the west, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the north and Sindh and Punjab provinces to the east. The main 
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ethnic groups of the region are divided into the Baloch and Pashtun peoples. There are 
also other ethnic groups such as  Hazara, Punjabi, Sindhi, Afghans and Urdu speaking 
settlers. 

Quetta is its summer capital, while Gwadar is its winter capital. Balochistan comprises 30 
districts.   

Media in Balochistan operate in a province troubled by military operations, underground 
separatist movements, growing radicalism, sectarian violence and tribal feuds. 

Being a journalist in the centre of an ethnically and politically divided area and 
conflicting international interests is a dangerous combination. Dozens have migrated 
from troubled areas to escape kidnapping, torture and murder with many others reporting 
that they are thinking of moving to remain safe. 

ABOUT THE MISSION  

A four-member mission visited Balochistan from November 29 to December 3, 2011, 
funded as part of an EC project managed through the International Federation of 
Journalists. The aim of mission was to gain a better understanding of the various threats 
and problems faced by journalists in the province and assess the overall situation of 
journalists working in this troubled province of Pakistan. 

The mission team was headed by senior journalist Tahir Rathore and included 
Balochistan Union of Journalists (BUJ) President Easa Tareen, Quetta Press Club 
President Saleem Shahid and former President of the Quetta Press Club and Shahzada 
Zulfiqar.  

The mission focused on some of the most troubled districts - Khuzdar, Chaman and 
Noshki, as was the capital Quetta. The mission met and held substantive discussions with 
a significant number of journalists who live under threat, and whose lives are most at 
danger. 

QUETTA, THE CAPITAL 

Media activities are concentrated in Quetta, generating information for local, national and 
international media. Journalists in Quetta represent diverse ethnic and linguistic 
backgrounds, mostly reporting on issues related to their province.  Quetta remains a 
garrison city with a security mindset, shaped by decades of conflict and with deep-rooted 
feeling of deprivation and being largely ignored by the federal government.  
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Journalists work in an environment of fear, obstruction and intimidation. In many cases, 
information is vetted by security agencies and the State employs coercive tactics such as 
restriction on advertisements and print material. Newspapers based in Quetta noted staff 
are constantly stressed with regard to appropriate placement of newspapers. There are 
numerous reports of disappearances, killings and shutting down of newspaper offices, a 
trend that has registered an alarming spike in recent months and years against the 
insurgency backdrop in the province. 

Since Balochistan is not a private industrial base, the economy of the media houses is 
sustained by the government sector, which enables the government to exert more 
influence. Even with national newspapers like Jang, Dawn and The News, the media 
houses rely on government advertising revenue,  resulting in media self-censorship and 
an open space for the the government and militant groups to operate in the province. 
Jouralists do not openly criticize the Sardari system1 or the rich and influential segments 
of the society, who are widely seen as responsible for Baloch sentiments of deprivation. 

Pro-government or pro-federation and anti-federation or anti-government are the most 
common debates in the Press Club or the tea houses where the journalists socialize. 
International interest in Balochistan also makes the situation more complex. Media 
houses have their own way to deal with global players like US, China, Iran, India, UAE, 
Saudi Arabia and the Afghan influence there. However, the security offices have another 
approach, which gives birth to differences that ultimately mount pressure on the 
journalists working on the ground. 

Veteran and senior journalists are of the view that journalism in the province has not only 
deteriorated but is being held hostage in the hands of the powerful players in the province 
due to the reasons outlined above. However, almost all interviewees of this mission 
shared the view that a political solution is the best way forward through a centralized 
policy safeguarding of the national interest and an integrated outlook could be possible. 
They were of the opinion that if journalists were able to write independently, the security 
needs of the people of Balochistan, including journalists, could be addressed. They 
believe that democratic institutions need to be strengthened to enable middle class and 
lower middle class civilians to participate in and contest elections, rather than only 
representatives of Sardars, Nawabs and other elite groups as is currently the case. 

 

                                                             
1 Tribal system. Tribal Chiefs  
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JOURNALISTS' LIVES IN DANGER: An investigation of the three main 
regions of Balochistan 

For the purpose of the mission report, we have divided the province into three areas.  

1. The North East - Dera Bugti, Kohlu, Naseerabad, Jafferabad, Jhal Magsi, Bolan and 
Barkhan. Brohi is a dominant language but Balochi and Sindhi speaking elements of the 
population also have their pockets in this region 

Dera Bugti and Kohlu are virtually no go areas for the media. Local media in the districts 
of Naseerabad and Jaffarabad are subject to an authoritarian mindset, as they border 
Sindh and its feudal influence which has diluted the local tribal structure. Cases of 
violence against women are common in these districts, though usually go un-reported due 
to tribal beliefs.. 

Threats continue particularly following any reports about the Frontier Corps-paramilitary 
(or military) operations, underground separatist groups, insurgent attacks on military, 
police and government installations, human rights issues such as the Internally Displaced 
Persons crises and violations such as targeted killings. 

2. Pashtun - an area comprising Pishin, Loralai, Qilla Abdullah, Qillah Saifullah, 
Mussakhel and Zhob. Activities of the Taliban and al Qaeda in these districts are the 
focus of national and international media. The districts border Afghanistan, and people 
here have ethnic and blood ties. In this part of Balochistan, tribal structures are loose and 
the economy is based around business due to the proximity to Punjab. The population is 
divided into two political branches- the anti-militancy (Taliban nationalist groups) and 
the pro-militancy. Threats to journalists emanate from reporting on cross-border 
movements of militant groups (Taliban, al-Qaeda, other militants); conflicting 
international interests and policies; activities of shadow groups and security agencies; 
smuggling; attacks on NATO supplies and resistance to American and NATO presence in 
Afghanistan. 

3. The Baloch dominated coastal belt comprising Gwadar, Panjgur, Avaran, Turbat.  

Khuzdar is some 310 kilometres south west of the provincial capital. It is one of the most 
troubled areas in Balochistan and the majority  of the population of Balochistan reside 
here. The majority of the population speaks Brohi, political personalities including 
former Chief Minister Balochistan, former President of the Balochistan National Party-
Mengal (BNP-M) Sardar Attaullah Khan Mengal, his son and the current President of 
BNP-M, Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal, former Minister of States for Petroleum and Natural 
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Resources, Naseer Mengal, current MNA Usman Khan Advocate, PML-N Provincial 
President Sardar Sanaullah Zehri, Senator Israrullah Zehri and Balochistan Home 
Minister Mir Zaffarullah Zehri.  

Khuzdar district has seen more journalists killed than any other area in Balochistan. 
Central districts such as Khuzdar are where threats to media workers flow from conflict 
between the FC (army) and the separatist Baloch groups. In Gwadar, Panjgur and Avaran, 
anti-state sentiment is high among the local population and journalists are faced with 
pressures and threats from state institutions and anti-state groups. The newspapers 
published locally are, however, more open about their support to the nationalist cause of 
the militant groups. Here the journalists are threatened and targeted often, allegedly by 
the state for being supportive of militant groups or reporting on issues such as missing 
persons and extra-judicial killings, which along with the rest of the Baloch districts, is a 
huge concern. In fact, journalists were the first among people killed in targeted killings in 
the region.  

Most journalists in Khuzdar work part-time but are members of press clubs, though not 
members of the Balochistan Union of Journalists (BUJ). 

On November 10, 2011, the names of six journalists appeared on the hit list of the 
militant group - The Baloch Liberation Army. They issued a note to all the media houses 
in the district headquarters in Khuzdar and also sent the same list to the press 
club.Newspapers in Khuzdar printed the names of journalists on the �hit list�. 

In response, all journalists in Khuzdar (around 25), announced that they would not 
contribute any reports to their media houses, and travelled to Quetta on November 12, 
2011 where the Quetta Press Club (QPC) and Balochistan Union of Journalists (BUJ) had 
organised a day-long workshop for them on safety. 

Twenty-two of the total 25 journalists working in Khuzdar, were at the safety training, 
the mission took the opportunity to meet with them to discuss the threats they face. All of 
them said they would not continue in their role since the BLA announced their plan to kill 
six of our comrades. 

Meeting with 22 journalists from Khuzdar revealed that they are under immense pressure 
from Baloch militant groups and simultaneously from the security organisations of the 
federation as well as those of the province. 

As a result, they do not write what they want and do not report through electronic media. 
It was also felt that they avoided sharing some of the information they had with them. 
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However, there was consensus that the media owners and management do nothing for 
their safety. It is also felt that sometimes giving a dangerous angle to the story of a 
reporter, media desks in Karachi or elsewhere put the lives of their reporting team in 
areas like Khuzdar at great risk by asking for reports of dangerous angles to stories.  

Though the coastal belt in Balochistan is not under feudal or tribal influence, the Gwadar 
Deep Seaport attracts a lot if international interest.  Autonomy, access to local resources, 
as well as the development and control of the port and cities along the coast has spurred 
conflict in the area. 

A sense of deprivation and alienation, has fuelled the Baloch insurgency. This has had a 
negative impact on the growth of journalism, freedom and media in the region. The 
Frontier Corps (FC) and security operatives (mostly the intelligence agents) are most 
active in this part of the province. Baloch insurgents conflicting and powerful groups 
(including the FC) follow journalists� reports from this region and often try to influence 
the journalists sitting in the media houses. 

In this region rates of education, awareness about health and even political alliances point 
to beliefs that the lower classes of this region are feeling similar as witnessed in the other 
developed areas of Pakistan suffering from poor economic positions. 

This region is where the Baloch intellectual capital is concentrated and most of the people 
in government posts come from here. This is also where Dr Allah Nazar's Balochistan 
Liberation Front - an underground separatist movement with backing from Baloch 
intelligentsia and the middle class, is active. 

Solidarity to Ease the Situation for Journalists 

Prior to meeting these journalists in Khydar, the mission decided to issue a press release 
as follows: 

"The journalists of Khuzdar, are not alone and the entire journalists community which is 
member of the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalist (PFUJ), and the provincial Union of 
Journalists including Karachi Union of Journalists, Punjab Union of Journalists, Sukkur 
Union of Journalists, Rawalpindi-Islamabad Union of Journalists, Khyber Union of 
Journalists and of course Balochistan Union of Journalists, are standing firmly behind our 
comrades in Khuzdar. We believe that the majority of journalists in any part of the 
country including Khuzdar are unbiased in their reporting. Most media houses (national 
newspapers and TV Channels) have their head offices in Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar etc, 
therefore a reporter working in Khuzdar could not influence the policy of any particular 
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media house. Though when he or she files a story (based upon the press release of any 
stakeholder in the district (security institutions, government, BLA or any other militant 
group), it is the decision of the editor to publish the article. Reporters do follow their 
pieces in the newspapers, TV or radio channels. If any stakeholder feels that a reporter 
has made mistake or that reporting was biased or did not follow media ethics, they can 
contact the journalist bodies for appropriate action or to settle the matter. We believe that 
all the stakeholders understand the modern role of media in the relatively independent 
scenario of the country. We request that the journalists of Khuzdar are able to work with 
the hope that their lives will not be threatened anymore." 

The press release garnered a positive response from the BLA and other militant 
organisations. The militants issued a press note, saying, "with mistake the names of the 
six journalists appeared on the hit list. We don't have any hit list and the journalists 
working in the district especially should not worry about their security. We welcome the 
fact-finding mission and also would welcome the Khuzdar journalists to their jobs again." 
This encouraged all journalists, who left in the evening of November 13, 2011 who upon 
reaching their home towns, started working without delay. 

1. NADEEM GORGNARI, PRESIDENT KHUZDAR PRESS CLUB, depicts the 
threat perception for the working journalists in the district. 

The overall law and order situation in Balochistan is extremely precarious. It is very 
difficult for journalists to perform their professional duties in Khuzdar.  After the killing 
of Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti in August 2006, various armed militant organizations 
surfaced. Most of these organizations were formed by disgruntled Baloch youths with 
separatist outlooks (Balochistan Liberation Army or BLA).  

In reaction other groups claiming to be patriots - pro-federation (such as the Baloch 
Musala Diffa Army) became active and began armed attacks on those whom they 
considered to be the enemy to federation. 

We buried four community members in the last two years. The journalists are in serious 
trouble in this part of the province, especially since 2009 [when] nearly half a dozen 
journalists have fallen prey to the bullets and many more are on the list. 

These groups do not respect or understand that most reporters are unbiased and they want 
reports to reflect ethics.  

The situation took a serious turn for the journalists when the BLA claimed responsibility 
for the targeting of two journalists Haji Wasi Ahmad Qureshi and Faizuddin Sasoli. The 
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BLA accused the journalists of "working for state intelligence services". Whereas an 
independent investigation of the journalists' bodies in the district found the claim 
absolutely unfounded and fabricated. 

On December 14, 2010, Muhammad Khan Sasoli, President of the Khuzdar Press Club 
and a correspondent of the Independent News of Pakistan (INP) was murdered. On 
August 14, 2011 Muneer Ahmad Shakir, a correspondent of the Online News Agency and 
Abdul Haq Baloch, General Secretary Khuzdar Press Club were shot dead. No 
organization has yet claimed responsibility for these murders. 

The journalists in the district were further pressured as militants started exerting immense 
pressure on journalists and even dictating how to report. Journalists decided to go on 
strike. 

The Baloch Musala Diffa Army  

The Baloch Musala Diffa Army (BMDA), called the Khuzdar Press Club and warned that 
since Baloch separatist organizations are engaged in the targeted killings of innocent 
people, the journalists should not give space to them in their newspapers. The caller who 
identified himself as Mir Jang Baloch also warned that any journalist found covering 
their activities would be killed by them. 

Soon after the call was received, the Khuzdar journalists called a meeting and announced 
that the journalists were impartial, unbiased and were performing their duties in a fair 
manner. They also proclaimed that none of the journalists had links with any of the 
organizations. 

On September 29, 2010, a man identifying himself as the spokesperson for the BMDA 
called the Khuzdar Press Club and threatened a local journalist, Riaz Mengal, of the 
Daily Intikhab accusing him of being critical of the BMDA. Some days later, the BMDA 
called the press club again and claimed responsibility for the killing of Mir Salam 
Advocate and warned the UNICEF Coordinator Azam Marri and Lady District Education 
Officer of Khuzdar to leave the district. The caller who identified himself as Mir Jang 
Baloch repeated his warning to Mr. Riaz Mengal. The same day, another call was 
received and the same Mir Jang Baloch backed out of his earlier claim of killing Mir 
Salam Advocate and said that Mir Salam Advocate was a good person and blamed a 
separatist organization for his murder. He vowed that his death would be avenged at all 
costs. 
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Again, a meeting of the journalists in the district was convened to proclaim that the 
journalists of Khuzdar were impartial and if anybody had any allegations against a 
particular journalist that it should be investigated. 

On November 26, 2011 a demonstration was held against the threats. The same day a 
person identified as Rasool Bakhsh was shot dead. A spokesman for the BMDA claimed 
responsibility for the killing and issued a hit list of journalists which included Mr. 
Abdullah Shahwani of Aaj TV, Munir Noor of Samaa TV, Abdul Haq Baloch ARY TV and 
Abdullah Khidrani of KTN. The same day, an SMS was also circulated warning that the 
named journalists would be targeted any time. 

Journalists decided not to publish/report the hit list issued by the BMDA to newspapers 
or TV stations. The BMDA sent a message to the Noshki Press Club and warned that 
Noshki journalists would be targeted if the hit list did not appear in the newspapers and 
claimed responsibility for the killing of Rasool Bakhsh and vowed that the journalists on 
the hit list would be targeted. 

The Khuzdar Press Club finally convened a meeting on November 27, 2011 and 
unanimously decided to suspend all journalistic activities indefinitely in protest. 

This further infuriated the BMDA and they issued another hit list including the names of 
some more journalists - Mr. Nadim Gorgnari of Express TV, Mr. Khorsheed Baloch of 
the Balochistan News and Mr. Munir Zehri of Mashriq. These journalists were accused of 
spying for the BLA. 

The leaders and workers of all political organizations have limited their political activities 
and are keeping a low profile due to fear of being targeted. Due to this reason the 
Khuzdar journalists have not covered any political activity since 2011. 

2. Mr. Riaz Mengal, correspondent Daily Intikhaab 

On Oct 14, 2007, I was abducted following a report I wrote about the local police seizing 
and later releasing stolen vehicles after taking a bribe by Attaur Rehman and his 
associates. I remained in their captivity for 55 days. I escaped, and travelled several 
kilometres on foot to the mountain areas without any food and water. 

In 2008, the BLA issued a blunt warning to journalists planning to cover the general 
elections that they would be on their hit list. Days before the elections, the local 
journalists arrived at the press club to cover the press conference of the sitting MNA from 
Khuzdar Usman Advocate. The militants planted a bomb in a bicycle which exploded on 
the premises of the Press Club, wounding several journalists including Mr. Muhammad 
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Ayub, Muneer Noor, Abdul Latif, Abdullah, Munir Shakir, Molvi Sadiq and Muhammad 
Khan Sasoli. 

No government or private organization has ever supported the journalists who died or 
were wounded during their duties. The government is responsible for providing security 
to journalists, but has utterly failed to do so. We desire that a commission similar to the 
one which investigated the murder of Salim Shahzad be established to investigate the 
murders of our colleagues and the threats we are facing. 

Mr. Riaz was supported by the Pakistan Journalist Support Fund with Rs50,000 to help 
him and his family remain safe. He also received training on safety for journalists in 
Islamabad and Quetta, and strongly believed that it has helped me and my colleagues 
with whom I shared the outcome of the safety training workshops. 

In the meantime, the IFJ, PFUJ and BUJ issued a press statement stating that their 
member journalists are impartial with no links to any political or militant organizations. 
They appealed to anybody with a complaint against a journalist not to issue threats or 
target them, but to contact the journalists' organsiations. After the statement the BMDA 
withdrew the hit lists. 

Reporting from Chaman District 

Chaman town, which borders the Afghan town of Spin Boldak, is 120 kilometres north of 
Quetta. The mission travelled three hours over bumpy roads and through the dangerous 
mountainous area Kozak Top to reach the town. 

Chaman, has an estimated population of 200,000 and is part of the Killa Abdullah 
district. It is the only entry route into Afghanistan from Balochistan for NATO supplies 
transported from Karachi via Hub (Lasbela District) and Dera Allah Yar (Jaffarabad 
District) through Jacobabad, in the Sindh province. 

Politically speaking, the people of the Killa Abdullah district and particularly Chaman 
town, are divided into two groups Jamiat Ulema Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) and Pakhtunkhwa 
Milli Awami Party. Awami National Party (ANP) also has small pockets, but these do not 
affect opponent parties� position in elections. Now a third political force, Jamiat Ulema 
Islam (Ideological) has started rising after splitting from the JUI-F. 

There are over 150 seminaries being run by both Fazl and Ideological groups in the 
district particularly Chaman town and a considerable number of their students are Afghan 
nationals. There are also over 200,000 to 300,000 Afghan refugees living in established 
camps in and around Chaman town. 
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Chaman town and rest of the area of Killa Abdullah district are purely  Pashtun areas and 
have strategic importance for providing a route to and from neighboring Afghanistan, 
particularly for NATO allies. 

Unlike other districts of Balochistan, the local journalists of Chaman town are generally 
united under one Press Club. There are a total of 25 journalists working for different 
national dailies and TV news channels as well as international radio service. The majority 
of them (18) are members of Chaman Press Club. Since most of the newspapers and TV 
Channels do not pay their correspondents, very few journalists are fully dependent on the 
profession of journalism, and also have other means of livelihood. 

There are a number of threats the local journalists face during their professional activities 
from different government and non-government organizations, including the district 
administration, police, intelligence agencies, Frontier Corps officials and personnel, 
political parties and the Taliban. 

Chairman of Chaman Press Club Abdul Ghani Attaar and President Mohammad Rafiq 
Achakzai appreciated the fact-finding mission of PFUJ and IFJ travelling into dangerous 
areas of Balochistan. �We are encouraged by the mission�s visit and now could face all 
threats bravely in the region and areas. We are not alone in this situation and would move 
ahead to defuse all the threats with the help of the PFUJ, IFJ and other such media 
advocates,� they said. 

The chairman of the Club informed the mission of the prevailing situation in the town 
and its impact on daily lives of the local journalists and their professional freedom. He 
said that nobody is shocked if a journalist is picked up by any intelligence agency or 
personnel of Frontier Corps over reporting of any event. He said that now after electronic 
media channels and the association of local journalists, things have started changing 
gradually in favour of journalists. 

Most of the journalists agreed that there is no concept of press freedom from Chaman. If 
somebody reports the facts, they face threats from groups/agencies/parties which believe 
that these reports posed threats to their own interests. They suggested that editors and 
news desks of the newspapers and TV channels should be informed of problems faced by 
journalists working in the interior and far-flung areas of the province. Journalists said that 
under the current circumstances, they are very careful in what they report, so as to avoid 
any precarious situations. Some of them shared their experiences with the visiting 
mission. They had complaints with the federal union, saying that their concerns were not 
looked into the same way as journalists from major cities including Islamabad, Lahore 
and Karachi. 
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(1)   Abdul Ghani Attaar, Daily Bakhabar:- 

Abdul Ghani Attaar says that he and his colleague Mohammad Rafique Achakzai have 
been victimized by intelligence personnel and the Frontier Corps for their news reporting. 
He says that more than once they were picked up by personnel of these agencies and 
before their senior officials as a result of their reporting. He says that time have changed 
since electronic media as they (agency personnel) no longer dare to pick up the 
journalists at gunpoint. They have simply changed their method of pressurising 
journalists regarding news coverage. 

(2)   Noor Zaman Achakzai of Geo TV and daily Jang: 

He says that besides threats of dire consequences, the intelligence agencies and Frontier 
Corps authorities had registered a case against him being �anti-state� for reporting an 
incident regarding the border dispute between the Pakistani and Afghan border. He says 
that no journalists' body, except some senior journalists of Quetta and some colleagues in 
Chaman town supported him, and that his news organization did not come to his aid. He 
had been pursuing his case on his own through the court of law for years before the 
government withdrew the FIR. 

Noor Zaman Achakzai says that the Afghan Taliban issued a hit list through a pamphlet 
in 2009 which included his name along with other journalists, in addition to some 
political leaders, and tribal personalities, for news reporting about American-arranged 
Afghan parliamentary/presidential elections. However, they did take ownership of the 
pamphlet in telephone conversations, but would not commit to ownership via print media.  

Mentioning another incident, in 2010, he made a report about free smuggling of 
contraband in connivance with Frontier Corps Balochistan. The Frontier Corps allegedly 
employed different tactics to harass him and made a serious attempt to implicate him in 
gun running and terrorist activities. 

According to Noor Zaman Achakzai, while he travelled from his home town Chaman, to 
Quetta, an attempt was made to place some ammunition and hand grenades in his vehicle 
at the Garang check point (manned by Frontier Corps) on the pretext of searching the 
vehicle. However, his timely action of locking and jumping our of his vehicle at the 
check point, kept the Frontier Corps personnel away. Further, and due to his protest along 
with hundreds of local tribesmen of the area, who came to his support, FC personnel 
could not fulfill their plan. 
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The tribesmen blocked the main Quetta-Chaman highway until the FC officials came for 
negotiation after a couple of hours to resolve the issue. 

(3)  Niamatullah Sarhadi, Daily Express and Express TV: 

Also mentioned the hit list issued by Afghan the Taliban and claimed that two tribal 
elders nominated int eh list - Sardar Jilani Khan Achakzai and Haji Nazar Jan have been 
killed. He claimed that local journalists face threats from both the Afghan government 
and the Taliban in addition to Pakistani State agencies. 

(4)   Asghar Achakzai, Agence France Presse: 

He claimed that his name was included in the Taliban hit list following allegations he 
gave coverage to American-arranged Afghan elections. If local journalists cover one 
government party, they are accused of being partial be in Taliban or Afghan government 
or Jamiat Ulema Islam � Fazl or Ideological. He cites a case where arms and ammunition 
were seized and three men were accused by the Frontier Corps in 2007 of reporting on 
that event mentioning the names of all three accused. In 2010, he said he received an 
anonymous call from a person claiming to be the relative of one of the three accused and 
threatening him of dire consequences for his misreporting. He said that FC personnel 
arrested the three accused, but only produced two before the court, releasing the third. FC 
personnel were facing difficulties in proving in the court that two accused were arrested 
instead of three in the light of his press report. 

(5)   Abdul Manan, Dunya TV: 

Abdul Manan shared his experience. He reported on a press conference held by a tribal 
elder demanding of the government take action against notable people from a rival tribe, 
otherwise he would block the main Quetta-Chaman highway. The elder also made 
allegations against the local administration. He claimed that an FIR was lodged against 
him for false reporting and around 28 raids were conducted on his house to look for a 
reason to arrest him. Neither the TV channel he worked for nor any journalist body 
supported him. He rejected the offer from a representative of Balochistan Union of 
Journalists for reconciliation between him and the local administration and says that he 
will prove the allegation as false in the law courts. 

(6) Abdur Razzak Barq, Voice of America and Mashaal Radio: 

Abdur Razzak Barq claims he has received constant death threats from anonymous 
callers since December 2010 for his reporting and as a result, he went underground for 
three weeks. The caller called at 2am threatening to throw a hand grenade inside his 
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house and kill him if he did not stop his reporting. He and his family went through mental 
stress. His wife told him that some armed people in plainclothes came to their door and 
inquired about him. She told him that she noticed while peeping from the door gaps that 
the armed persons were wearing local dress and Peshawari sandals (FC men usually wear 
this, as the majority of them come from the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province), he added. 
He claimed that he was also followed by armed persons and that after notifying his news 
organization of the situation, he was advised to leave and he lived in Karachi for some 
time. One of the callers also demanded that he  quit American-funded radio�Mashaal or 
VOA and said that his name is also on the Taliban hit list.  he was recently sent by his 
organization to Turkey for a few months to defuse threats to his life and he returned back 
a few weeks ago. However, he said that he had not received any anonymous calls for the 
last three to four months, but and tries to keep a low profile. 

Noshki� difficulties in reporting after Bugti�s killing 

The fact-finding mission visited Noshki, and went to the district headquarters of Noshki, 
to observe the working conditions of media personnel working for newspapers and TV 
channels. 

Chagai, an area bordered by Afghanistan and Iran is seen as the most peaceful area of 
Balochistan. 

Even during the insurgencies in Balochistan, Chagai remained peaceful without a single 
incident. 

Chagai is divided into districts according to government political divisions as elected 
representatives were of the view that the entire district could not be developed until a 
separate district was created. 

Chagai was divided into Noshki and Chagai. Noshki is situated around 170km south-west 
of Quetta, bordering two Afghan provinces - Helmand and Kandahar. 

Following the killing of Baloch leader Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti, in Kohlu, the people of 
Balochistan reacted with a series of bomb blasts, rocket attacks, targeted killings and 
other incidents in different areas of Noshki. 

In addition, militant groups established their base camps in different areas including 
Noshki to launch their activities against the government. Baloch militant organizations 
and Punjabi-speaking dwellers targeted in Noshki. 

Hundreds of families including many journalists migrated from Noshki including some 
journalists who were representing different newspapers published in Balochistan. 
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This insurgency-like situation posed great threats to local journalists who have been 
covering all segments of society and stakeholders with complete impartially. 

One example is Mohammad Afzal who was running his photo shop for a long time, and 
also worked as correspondent for a local newspaper published from Quetta was the first 
media person to leave Noshki after receiving death threats. A blast [also] occurred close 
to his photo shop. 

The mission held a meeting in The Noshki Press Club (which has approximately 20 
members). The meeting was headed by Mr. Tahir Rathore and was held with local 
journalists including Haji Abdul Majeed Badini, a veteran journalist and President of 
Noshki Press Club, and Salar Khuda Bakhsh Mengal, chairman of the Club. The 
members who were present at the meeting included Zahoor Baloch General secretary; 
Shah Nazar Badini, the Bureau Chief of the Daily Azadi and Balochistan Express; 
Ghulam Rasool Jamaldini of the Daily Intekhab; Barkat Zeb, Express TV; Daud Mengal, 
Vice-President of the Noshki Press Club and DailyZamana; Mohammad Yaqoob Baloch 
(APP); Bashir Ahmed, Vice-Chairman Noshki Press Club (ARY); Abdul Qadir Badini 
(Awam); Mazoor Ahmed (Awam); Malik Adil Mengal (Daily Bakhabar); Haji 
Mohammad Saeed Baloch (Jang-Geo TV); Tayyab (UNA) and Ibrahim Baloch (Aaj TV 
and Daily Mashriq). 

The local journalists in Noshki reported that they are working in very tense situations, 
receiving threats from different quarters. Almost all journalists working for newspapers 
and TV Channels in Noshki work without a salary. "We are working on voluntary basis. 
TV channel and newspapers issued them cards and nothing more," Zahoor Baloch, a 
young journalist who is general secretary of Noshki Press Club, told the fact finding 
mission. "We receive [death] threats from militants and government agencies," he said. 

"Sometimes we avoid answering phone calls due to [the] fear of threats," 

Zahoor said that militants demand maximum coverage of their activities while 
government agencies put pressure to black out news relating to militant actors 

Another journalist, Mohammad Yaqoob Baloch, representing official news agency 
Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) reported that militants ask why channels did not give 
due coverage to their activities and 

to the bullet-riddled bodies of Baloch political activists,  whereas maximum coverage is 
given to news items from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and other provinces. All TV channels 
asked their representatives to send the footage of the incident despite not providing 
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cameras or equipment to their correspondents. But they never ask for footage of bullet-
riddled and mutilated bodies of militants from Noshki or other areas of the province. 
"This situation has created difficulties for media persons," Yaqoob Baloch said. 

Shah Nazar Badini, another young journalist working for the English daily Balochistan 
Express Quetta, while sharing his experience with the mission, said that in the 2007-
08period, he was kept in a room of District Coordination Officer (DCO) and had his life 
threatened due to his publishing of development-oriented news in the newspaper. 

"I published the statements of Noshki-based politician Senator Wali Mohammad Badini 
claimed that development projects were carried out in the district as a result of his efforts, 
but the DCO claimed that these development schemes had been initiated by them," he 
said, adding that the DCO wanted all these development works to be credited to them. 
However, after this, the then chief minister, Jam Yousuf, confirmed that these 
development schemes were carried out by Senator Badini. 

"We receive threats even from local tribal elders and government agencies," Shah Nazar 
said, adding that he was harassed by government agencies for reporting on the issuance 
of a fake computerized national identity card to an Afghan refugee, Bilour Agha. 

"Agencies' personnel pressurized me to disclose my sources," he said adding that they 
threatened him with dire consequences. 

Noshki-based journalists also complain about government agencies' interference in their 
work. 

A local journalist, Barkat Zeb, was harassed after breaking news of a bomb blast. An 
official of an intelligence agency claimed he reported it before they got information about 
it. "A bomb exploded close to the shop of a dry-cleaner in Noshki after which the shop 
caught fire. Reporting the breaking news angered the intelligence officials," Barkat Zeb 
said. 

"I switched off my mobile phone but they called my home number and even harassed my 
family." He said that this situation continued for days. 

Some anti-militant organisations had also emerged in the province that usually make 
phone calls to journalists and news agencies, claiming that they had killed people from 
militant organizations. They hurl threats at journalists in Quetta, Noshki, Khuzdar and 
other areas. 
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Their spokesmen insisted that the statement they issue should be given space in media, 
without being edited. They also use objectionable language against their opponents. 

Malik Adil Mengal, who is a journalist representing Daily Bakhabar Quetta and Human 
Rights Commission of Pakistan in Noshki, was very disturbed after having received 
phone calls from Tehreek Baloch Musalla Defa (the Armed Baloch Defence Movement). 
While relaying his story he said that in 2005 government agencies mistreated him for 
publishing certain news. 

"My mother is fed up of this situation and forced me to leave journalism," he said. He 
also said that he had stayed away from the profession for some time. 

He said that spokesman for Tehreek Baloch Musallah Defa, Mir Jang Baloch, made a 
mobile phone call to him and insisted that their statement regarding organizations like 
BLA, BRA and BSO-Azad be published in all newspapers and also covered by TV 
channels. He also insisted that their claims and statements must be covered otherwise 
"you (Adil) would face dire consequences". 

He relayed his has reservations about his fellow journalists, saying that some of them do 
spread propaganda.� My life could be in danger due to this situation," Malik Adil Mengal 
remarked. 

Noshki journalists also expressed their reservations about the attitude and policies of the 
newspapers and TV channels saying that discrimination in giving coverage to news was 
resulting in death threats being made to local journalists. 

"Newspapers and TV Channels were not giving proper coverage to the recovery of 
mutilated bodies from different areas of Balochistan, putting the lives of local newsmen 
in jeopardy," Haji Mohammad Saeed, a senior journalist and former President Noshki 
Press Club, said. 

He suggested that by giving equal coverage to all stakeholders, threats to the media 
personnel could be minimised. However, most of the journalists said that they were not 
getting threats from the militants. 

The Afghan Taliban factor cannot be ignored as Noshki borders the Afghan provinces of 
Helmand and Kandahar. Sometimes the Taliban send statements and videos to the Noshki 
Press Club. 

"It [happens] rarely," a journalist in Noshki said, adding that (the Taliban) never hurled 
threats to journalists. They did however, killed their opponents, he said. 
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Factors that prevent reporting 

Journalists in Quetta, Khuzdar, Chaman, Noshki, Turbat and elsewhere in the province 
have made the decision not to report certain stories to minimise risk to their lives. 

In addition to militant groups, security agencies and the Frontier Corps, Lashkar-i-
Jhangvi (a banned militant outfit founded in 1980s that operates on sectarian lines) has 
been active in Balochistan for the last three years. 

While going to Noshki, colleagues on the fact-finding mission stopped to visit the site, 
where in 2010, a passenger bus was stopped and 18 Muslims belonging to the Shia 
community were offloaded and shot dead. They had been travelling to Iran as part of their 
religious rituals. Lashkar-i-Jhangvi, a militant Sunni organization, claimed responsibility 
for the sectarian violence in Quetta and other cities. 

13 journalists have been killed since 2008 

According to the International Federation of Journalists, �Balochistan was the most 
dangerous region of the most dangerous country in the world for journalists in 2010. Of 
97 journalists killed worldwide last year, 15 died in Pakistan including six reported in 
Balochistan. 

The BBC�s Ayub Tareen interviewed the Baloch leader Dr Allah Nazar in June 2009. 
When the interview was aired, Tareen was questioned by security agencies about the 
location of the Baloch leader as he was in hiding. 

�I told them I was blindfolded. They wanted copies of video footage and threatened to 
stop it from getting aired or face consequences. The interview was aired on radio but the 
video was held back from the website.� 

�If anyone poor does something wrong in the eyes of the administration, the media drags 
him through [the] muck but influential people get away with murder. You want to talk to 
the Hazaras who are being killed, the Baloch IDPs, the relatives of missing persons, the 
families of journalists killed but you can�t.  You can air news and sound-bites but you 
can�t do it in your own voice,� Ayub Tareen said. 

Even when journalists do send stories to newspapers or TV networks, they may not be 
picked up and aired. What is news locally may not be significant from the national 
perspective. While developments in Balochistan do find space in national news-strips, it 
is usually passed over by the international media. 
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�I get calls from insurgents in Dera Bugti or Kohlu claiming they have killed Frontier 
Corps or army personnel during an attack on the military convoy. For verification you 
depend on the administration but they don�t know the information. There are daily calls 
from these groups that want their news to be included in the bulletin. And then there are 
rivalries between the insurgent groups. Sometimes they call to say that you have given 
more space to the Baloch Liberation Army and not to the Baloch Republican Army. But 
just how many stories of attacks on gas pipelines, electricity towers, railway lines and 
phone lines can you carry? When we don�t report due to lack of confirmation, there are 
threats. The electronic media has less time to report compared to print. When we don�t, 
there are threats. What we do in Balochistan is not journalism, it is forced journalism.� 

On August 26, 2011, a Baloch organisation threatened Ayub Tareen that he and his 
family would bear the consequences if their activities are not covered. The BBC asked 
Ayub to move to Islamabad, which he refused. He was asked to stop filing stories and go 
on leave. This he did when a month later, the proscribed organization called Ayub to 
apologise and he started working again. �But it is the same all over again,� says Ayub, 
who feels journalists should go to their organizations and journalist support bodies as 
soon as they receive a threat. Doing so minimises the chances of real harm and can result 
in withdrawal of threats, as was the case in Khuzdar when this mission issued a press 
release and Khuzdar journalists subsequently did not receive any direct threats. 

Ayub says that Voice of America (VOA) focuses more on the Talibanisation and Quetta - 
long-believed to be home to the Afghan Taliban leader Mullah Omar. The VOA doesn�t 
follow the Balochistan stories, but the BBC does. �80 per cent of the news [reports] I file 
are based on the reality and the troubles in Baloch areas. Talibanisation is in the Pashtun 
area. This focus on �sensitive� news has cost the VOA correspondent Naseer Kakar his 
job, who after receiving threats, has relocated to the US.� 

As the conflict becomes more and more complex, the media face increased risk in 
reporting from Balochistan. 

Even political parties have gotten involved and have started demanding greater space or 
prominent placement in newspapers besides TV talk shows and electronic news. If any 
media house does not meet expectations of the conflicting parties (including 
administration and authorities such as paramilitaries) threats are made. Stories of 
demonstrations and student groups ransacking newspaper offices, arson of newspaper 
property and burning or stopping delivery of the newspaper and even taking all private 
channels off air in the province are common. 
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Local newspapers are generally less susceptible to the control tactics of political parties, 
but the mainstream national newspapers have to pay the price for compliance, if only 
because editorial decisions are made in Karachi and Lahore, Peshawar or elsewhere. 

�The Baloch political parties say if your channel can give hours of coverage to MQM 
exiled leader Altaf Hussain�s address, why can�t [they] report our activities�, said Syed 
Ali Shah, correspondent for Dawn News. 

�If the explanation is that Karachi and MQM are more newsworthy and business oriented 
than a political party or armed group in Balochistan, it invites anger. The local media is 
under immense pressure because every group here wants their share in the newspapers, 
TVs and radios, especially in widely-read newspapers,� Instead of talking to the editors 
and owners, they threaten local offices and the correspondents of different media houses. 

Another misery being faced by the journalists working in Balochistan is how to report on 
tribal politics. For example the Chief Minister Balochistan Nawab Aslam Raisani belongs 
to the Raisani tribe which is rival to the Rind tribe. The Rind tribe complains that more 
space is provided to Raisani in the newspapers and TV channels compared to the Rinds, 
but they fail to understand that this is because Aslam Raisani is the Chief Minister of the 
province. 

In recent years, following the popularity of private electronic media and news agencies, 
state owned electronic media and Pakistan Broadcast Corporation and Associated Press 
of Pakistan (APP) are moving to compete with the private media, but face threats from 
the conflicting parties in the province. Journalists are often sent as embedded reporters 
with the military to far-flung areas in FATA and Balochistan to report on army operations 
and their aftermath � strictly from a state perspective. And that doesn�t help in a place 
like Balochistan where they then become identified as cooperating with the state and its 
interests. 

Shah Mohammad, the APP bureau chief in Quetta, is faced with a situation he feels may 
be a consequence of his association with APP and the news agency�s active involvement 
in reporting on military operations in Dera Bugti and Kohlu in recent years. �We got 
over-exposed," says Shah Mahmood. While on leave in Karachi in 2010, Shah 
Mohammad received a phone call from the underground group, Lashkar Shuhada-i-
Balochistan. The caller wanted him to publish a hit list including the Baloch leader 
Sardar Attaullah Mengal. The �APP doesn�t entertain such stories so I declined," he says. 
�The caller said you know the consequence if you don�t cooperate.� 
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Next, he started getting text messages, with updates about Taliban activity in 
Afghanistan. �We didn�t go to the FC or the police because if you seek help from a state 
agency you clearly became an obvious target.� 

After a visit to the US, Shah uploaded pictures of his visit to his Facebook account. Later, 
he was tagged in a picture with a US consular visiting Balochistan. As a result, he began 
receiving messages that he was a US spy. He had to close down his Facebook account. 
�These days, APP is trying to keep a low profile," says Shah. �We did a lot of embedded 
journalism in Dera Bugti and Kohlu. My office realized that the exposure may have put 
us in danger of some elements threatening us.� 

Many journalists, like other thousands of Dera Bugti and Kohlu, took refuge in the 
districts of Jafferabad and Naseerabad, south-east of Balochistan, bordering the Sindh 
province � all of them are from Bugti and Marri tribes. The reporters are constantly 
reporting events taking place in Bugti and Kohlu. 

Dhani Bakhsh Magsi, a reporter for ARY News and Mashriq Urdu Newspapers, said: �In 
2009, we received a call at 11pm from insurgents in Dera Bugti claiming they had blown 
up a 30-inch gas pipeline so we reported it as breaking news�. 

�But the saboteurs had blown up the gas pipeline five hours later than the time given 
(4am next day), and it created great trouble for us, and the Frontier Corps and military 
intelligence accused us of being comrades to the militants. �We are forced to report 
claims which we have no way of verifying. The administration has to understand [the] 
threats we are facing to our lives,� Dhani said. 

�A rocket hit the Pat Feeder residential area of Dera Bugti and the relatives brought out 
the dead to Jafferabad-Dera Allah Yar national highway, closing it," says Shahid Ali 
Abro, a cameraman with ARY News. 

�While I was filming, a man approached me and said film the children under the shroud. I 
said I could not because the channel would not show the images but I was forced to film 
them. The man said he would watch the news for the footage and if it wasn�t there, I 
should know that he would come for me.� 

In August 2006, Nawab Akbar Bugti, head of the Bugti tribe who had served as governor 
of Balochistan, was killed in a military operation. His grandson, Mir Ali Bugti was 
appointed as the next chief of Bugti tribe by the government in the face of opposition 
from the family of Nawab Akbar Bugti. He was brought on a chartered plane to Dera 
Bugti on the day he was to be formally installed as head of the Bugti tribe. However his 
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cousin Brahamdagh Bugti and another grandson of Nawab Akbar Bugti had threatened to 
attack the gathering in Dera Bugti. Journalists from all over the country had come to 
cover the event and a bomb exploded away from the place where the ceremony was being 
held. 

The local journalists had received threats not to cover the event.�Our families didn�t want 
us to go but we did," says Dhani Baksh. �Fortunately we survived the attack in which 
600kg of explosives were used.� 

Dhani Baksh and Shahid Ali Abro on March 20, 2010 went to the place (fixed with a 
telephone caller for exclusive news). They met three armed men with their faces covered. 

�As soon as we got off the bike, the men hit me on the head and face with the butt of a 
Kalishnakov. They also hit Abro on the arm, breaking his finger. They kept on saying 
how dare you write a story against Brahmadagh Bugti. They took all our equipment, our 
ID cards, money and mobile phones and fired at our motorcycle, damaging it beyond 
repair. And then they left. We had to trek five kilometers before we reached the road to 
find help,� Dhani said. 

They registered a case against the attackers. However, neither their media house nor the 
administration succeeded in tracking the attackers down 

Journalists think the incident was in reaction to a report they did on Mir Ali Bugti leaving 
the area after staying holed up in his house for a year even though the attackers said they 
had reported against Brahmadagh. 

When the journalists reported a case of women buried alive in Naseerabad, the situation 
turned explosive with journalists receiving threats. The chief of Magsi tribe became 
involved in order to seek reconciliation. Later, when the Supreme Court announced its 
verdict punishing the perpetrators, the journalists met to decide whether to report or not. 

�We finally did but we haven�t been going to the tribal areas for the last two years due to 
threats,� says Dhani Baksh Magsi. 

There are several other incidents of torture and threats to journalists, but lack of support 
and a hostile environment including threats from authorities and the insurgents have 
taken away the journalists� motivation to report stories that could land them in trouble. 
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Mainstream Media Unsympathetic 

Journalists in Balochistan feel that the mainstream media is not sympathetic to the 
province and its issues. A major impediment and reason for this is that Balochistan is cut 
off from the rest of the country. Even within Balochistan, journalists cannot possibly 
cover everything that�s happens, due to the huge distance of the province. However, 
every major newspaper or TV network does maintain a bureau office or have 
correspondents in Quetta that can report on stories, provided the mainstream media 
wanted them to. 

There is a presence of national and international media in Balochistan. With their reports 
focusing on human rights � a concern at the heart of provincial problems,  with issues 
such as missing persons, displacement due to operations, floods, target killings and extra-
judicial killings � people look to the international media for their voices to be heard. This 
also serves the interests of the pro-independence groups that want to gain international 
sympathy for their cause. However, this focus on human rights, translates into trouble for 
local staff of international media. 

Biased Reporting 

Divisions along ethnic, political, religious or ideological lines can lead to rivalries within 
ranks of the media where one group seeks to dominate or debase another, dividing the 
media and rendering it weak and ineffective to take a united stand against external 
pressures. Such divisions only serve the elements which seek to use the media for vested 
interests. 

It is felt that the local independent media in Balochistan, even though small compared to 
the burgeoning pro-establishment newspapers that thrive on government advertisements, 
is representative of local aspirations. Though independent journalists are small in 
number, and are besieged by pressures from all sides � insurgents, the military, the 
political parties, the religious sectarian groups, the tribes and the government, they 
manage to maintain their integrity. 

However, even when independent in views and free of state pressures, it tends to be 
partisan and therefore only finds audience among groups divided along ethnic and 
ideological lines, instead of the broader society in Balochistan. This bias often comes 
across strong in editorials and opinion pieces, rather than news reports and perpetuates a 
�state of war� with the establishment. 
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It is not uncommon for owners and editors of papers to have political leanings and they 
tend to highlight the parties, individuals and groups they are loyal to, rather than covering 
all sides in a balanced way. 

Jobs and salaries are fixed on the basis of ethnic and political affiliations �Daily Intikhab 
prefers Baloch staff, Bakhabar and Kohistan, Pashtun. Jang has more staff from Punjab, 
rather than from Balochistan. Similarly, ethnic considerations affect coverage �Intikhab 
focuses on Baloch issues and population, Bakhabar and Kohistan on the Pashtun 
population, and therefore enjoy readership in their respective ethnic/target populations. 
This also reflects divisions in Baloch society. 

Meetings of the Mission 

Recently the regional newspapers carried statements from the banned Sunni sectarian 
group, Lashkar-i-Jhangvi that incited hatred against the Shias, calling them infidels. The 
Balochistan High Court Chief Justice Qazi Faez Issa took suo motu action, issuing a 
provisional order on October 2011 that said, �the press and the media are directed not to 
print or publish any propaganda of an organization that has been banned. This order is of 
an interim nature and if any newspaper or media organization feels aggrieved they may 
make submissions in this regard.� 

The fact-finding mission, following the judgment of Chief Justice Qazi Faez Issa, held a 
detailed meeting with the Chief Justice in his office at Quetta. 

The mission expressed its solidarity with the journalists in the province and questioned 
the judgment issued by his office. They pleaded, that rather than receiving bullets and 
torture from pressure groups in the province,  the journalists would prefer to go to jail for 
six months. The groups pressurized journalists to give space to their claims in the 
newspapers and electronic media. 

The local companions of the mission (who were many in number), pleaded that if their 
stories are not published, that they will be targeted. The court order however says that it 
can�t be a justification for the violation of law or the Constitution of Pakistan.  Section II 
of the Anti-terrorism Act t says �printing, publishing and disseminating any material that 
instigates hatred or gives projection to any proscribed organization�or anyone 
concerned with terrorism is itself an offence � and anyone who does will face the 
consequences provided in the law.  The order says media reports also run afoul of 
provisions in Article 19 of the Constitution. Anyone committing contempt of the order 
would be sent to prison for six months, whereas a court case registered under Anti-
Terrorism Act could lead to a three year prison sentence. 
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The judiciary justifies the order saying it is mindful of the freedom of press guaranteed 
under Article 19 but �the said Fundamental Right itself restricts such freedom if it results 
in incitement to an offence� and that �it is not expected that media which is stated to be 
the fourth pillar of the State would undermine or weaken the integrity and the cohesion of 
the State and the people residing within it.� 

The court sources insist that at a time when media is concerned about safety, the court 
order ensures journalists have legal protection to resist pressure and threats from militant 
organizations. However, in at least one case, statements from judiciary that the media 
houses are cowardly and should close if they can�t stand up to threats, points to 
insensitivity towards media and the way it works. 

Journalists have received threats saying �if we can attack the house of Deputy Inspector 
General, Frontier Constabulary, and the police chief, we can attack your office which is 
far less secure�. 

In July 2011, the Baloch Students Orgnization-Azad (BSO) stopped distribution of all 
local papers in interior districts of Balochistan, beating up hawkers and setting fire to 
newspapers for �not giving enough coverage� to BSO (Azad) activities. It was only when 
the editors met the student organization and gave guarantees of �prominent coverage� 
that the newspaper distribution was allowed. 

On October 1, 2011, the Balochistan Union of Journalists observed a �black day� against 
a ban on media from the government and pressure from militants to carry certain 
statements. 

For Akhtar Mirza, the 46 year old editor of Jang newspaper, the decision created so much 
stress that in an internal meeting with staff after the court order the editor told staff, �one 
of us will have to go given the circumstances�. The editor died of a heart attack in 
October soon after the court order and the media in Quetta and his colleagues in the 
newspaper insist that it was due to immense stress caused by the pressure that was placed 
on him from all sides. The Jang office has been set fire to three times, has come under 
gunfire by political and sectarian mobs and in 2005, a bomb exploded outside the office, 
injuring staff. 

�Only two years ago, there were two organizations," says Hammad Rind, a journalist 
with Jang, Quetta. 
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�Now there are 28 with their own demands. They are in direct contact with the staff. 
They want their statements published. They say we have no right to edit even when the 
language is indecent.� 

The late Akhtar Mirza was part of a committee formed by journalists to minimize 
incidents of media beings used as pawns in multi-faceted conflict after the High Court 
order. The committee was formed when in the wake of the court decision in October this 
year, all major local newspapers including Jang, Mashriq, Express, Intikhab and Azadi 
received threats from proscribed organisations. 

It comprises editors from news-wire services NNI and Online, Raza Rehman of Express 
News, the late editor Akhtar Mirza of Jang and Issa Tareen, President of Balochistan 
Union of Journalists. 

The committee vetted all statements from banned militant groups before releasing one 
version though NNI and Online. 

In Balochistan, there is a culture of press releases and statements. There is a constant 
problem with the political and tribal elements that use their influence to promote 
themselves through the media. They insist on front page news, even when the press 
releases are not news-worthy. They say if news about the prime minister and the 
president can go on the front page, then why not them. 

Aijaz Khan, Bureau Chief of Geo TV and the News, lost his eye in a second blast when 
he was reporting on another bomb blast in the Satellite Town. And Arif Malik, a 
cameraman with Samaa TV, died in a bomb blast at the civil hospital in which the Shia 
Hazara community was targeted. 

Inspector General Frontier Constabulary Obaidullah Khan told the mission that local 
newspapers dedicate 50 to 60 per cent of space to proscribed organizations: �We 
understand there�s no protection and media often work under force. The FC is perfectly 
cognizant of the pressures but sometimes the media goes overboard. It is a propaganda 
war. I have heard stories that the FC men are going around snipping beards and shalwars 
of Balochs. When I ask for proof, it is not there.� 

The media, says Obaidullah Khan, generally criticizes the state institutions but not the 
militants. �We feel the victims of violence need our sympathy, the perpetrators need to be 
criticized across the board and the state security agencies that are responsible for 
providing security can do better.� 
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To criticisms that they focus on conflict and not development activities, journalists 
respond that Balochistan is diverse with a lot happening. There is international interest in 
the region and beyond, as it shares borders with Iran and Afghanistan and has a seaport 
that international players are interested in. The local journalists are least interested in 
reporting the development activities but that�s for the state TV, radio and APP to cover. 

In meetings between the Chief Minister of Balochistan, Nawab Aslam Raisani, the 
judiciary and the military, questions were raised regarding a focus on stories criticizing 
poor management and corruption, banned organisations and �sensational� reporting.  
According to the court, �it is the competition for breaking news that is the killer because 
the newspapers and electronic networks compete through sensationalism. The militants 
dictate the headlines, even the pages the story should go on. This fear of the militants has 
also affected the standards of journalism because the perverse logic of these organizations 
has forced media to promote violence and hatred under force.� 

People in the judiciary, the government and the army believe that the media is obsessed 
with certain stories where it has taken on the role of ridiculing, judging their role and 
passing verdicts without recourse to the law and legal process. 

Chief Minister Raisani expressed his full support for the safety of journalists in the 
province, and also promised to follow the recommendations of the mission. 

Advertising  

The provincial government has an annual advertisement budget of around EUR 560,00. 
There are some 140 local newspapers published daily in Balochistan. Except for six or 
seven dailies, the rest are just used for state press issues claiming a lion�s share of the 
advertisement quota. 

Local newspapers such as Intikhab, Azadi and Balochistan Express have traded fortune 
for press freedom but are constantly struggling with sustainability concerns. �Newspapers 
such as Tawar, Asap and Intikhab reflect the Baloch aspirations and are widely read, but 
they can�t pay their staff," says a journalist in Quetta. 

The local media depends on local advertisements to sustain staff and operations and the 
authorities use it to their advantage, cutting the quota of paid government advertising 
should a media outlet fall out of line. However, those that get advertisements from the 
government are on the hit list of the insurgent groups and in that respect it is a double 
jeopardy situation, where media is both threatened and controlled by the advertisements it 
gets. 
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Recommendations of the Mission 

- Training on how to report conflict (especially in the complex scenario in 
Balochistan), is required, especially at district level. 

- Security training for journalists, especially those in the districts, with a focus on 
ethics and good journalism standards. 

- Expressing full solidarity with the journalists in the province, at international 
level, Pakistan Federal Union of Journalist level, and at the Press Club level. 

- To immediately initiate a dialogue with politicians, especially those belonging to 
Balochistan, for the safety of journalists. 

- To initiate dialogue with the media owners, especially those who publish national 
newspapers and private TV and radio channels, so that they understand the state 
of the environment their correspondents are working in, in Balochistan. 

- The PFUJ, IFJ and other international journalistic bodies or advocacy 
organizations must continue visiting Balochistan to express solidarity with the 
journalists there. 

- To organize national seminars in Quetta (preferably at the Press Club) on the 
issues being faced by the journalists there. 

- The Balochistan High Court interim order should be used to forge a united stand 
against threats from militants. 

- Journalists should be hired on the basis of merit and efforts are needed to press 
the owners to pay them and fulfill other requirements of their job security. 

- -Establish a monitoring system in Quetta and another in Turbat to monitor and 
analyze unethical reporting. 

- Breaking news culture must not be achieved at the cost of journalists' lives (a 
dialogue is needed with media owners). 

- A mechanism for the access of a district correspondent in the province for 
immediate relief. 
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So far no one has claimed responsibility for the killing of journalists in Turbat since 
2008. The mission strongly recommends another exclusive visit to Turbat which might be 
routed via Karachi if possible, this year. 
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