Brussels, 16 April 2007

Letter of support for the release of BBC-journalist Alan Johnston

Alan Graham Johnston (born May 17, 1962) is a journalist working for the BBC. He has been
the BBC's correspondent in Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and Gaza. He went missing in March
2007, prompting fears that he had been kidnapped. On March 26, his captivity became the
longest of a foreigner in Gaza in two years, having been missing two weeks. His captivity has
led to many protests in the Palestinian territories, as well as the British government meeting
a Hamas member for the first time.

We, members of the European parliament, urge the Palestinian authorities, and all other
authorities and organizations that may possibly be of help, to do everything in their power
for the release of BBC-journalist Alan Johnston, who has been kidnapped on March 12.

Without journalists, conflict zones become white spots on the world map of information. On
these white spots only barbary, impunity and arbitrary rule will spread. Journalists of
independent media are the eyes and the ears of the world, and by their very presence
journalists protect local inhabitants against violence.

This makes the rapid release of Alan Johnston so urgent, just as important as the protection
of any journalist working in Gaza and elsewhere in the Middle East.

We believe that the European Union, and in particular the most important donor countries of
the European Union to Palestine, should react strongly and emphasize the need for releasing

Alan Johnston and to call for press freedom .
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