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Regional Journalists Back IFJ Call to Arab League Over Interference in Broadcasting  
 
Journalists’ Unions and Associations representing 12 different countries from throughout the 
Arab World and Iran meeting in Casablanca at a regional meeting of the International Federation 
of Journalists today added their support to the following IFJ statement: 
�

The IFJ notes the statement from information ministers of the Arab League concerning 
guidelines for regulation of satellite television. The IFJ is extremely concerned that intervention 
may lead to undue interference in the content of broadcast news and information, will introduce 
tighter restrictions on press freedom and further compromise editorial independence in the news 
rooms.  
  
The IFJ further notes the statements by Arab League representatives at the recent Arab Media 
Forum in Kuwait where it was clearly stated that these guidelines are not intended to be 
obligatory rules to be implemented without respect for editorial freedom and independence of 
journalists.  
  
However, the IFJ is concerned that recent actions in some countries suggest that initial fears of 
governmental interference are well founded with some governments enforcing unacceptable 
restrictions on broadcast activity.  
  
The IFJ believes there should be urgent action by the Arab League to further clarify these 
guidelines to prevent unwarranted interference in media. The IFJ agrees to seek an urgent 
meeting with senior representatives of the Arab League to resolve this matter and to work with 
the Federation of Arab Journalists in the organisation of a joint meeting.  
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Annex 2 
 
Journalists Unions from the Arab World and Iran call for Yemen journalist, Al Khaiwani, 
to be cleared of Terrorism Charges 

Journalists’ Unions and Associations representing twelve different countries from throughout the 
Arab World and Iran meeting in Casablanca at a regional meeting of the International Federation 
of Journalists today called upon the Yemeni authorities to drop charges against journalist Al 
Khaiwani and to take measures to guarantee his safety.  

This call is also supported by the National Union of Journalists in the United Kingdom and 
Ireland, the Deutscher Journalisten-Verband, and Deutsche Journalistinnen- und Journalisten-
Union (dju) in ver.di and the East African Journalists’ Association.  

Ten months ago Al Khaiwani, editor in chief of Al Shora newspaper and Al Shora Net, was 
charged with association to a terrorist group by a state security court. His trial concluded two 
weeks ago and the judgment is expected to be announced on Wednesday 21st May. 

The IFJ and its affiliate, the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate, believe he is being prosecuted for his 
professional work. The prosecution claimed that photos found in his possession demonstrate his 
association with a terrorist group, but the IFJ and YJS believe that the photos were obtained 
through an intermediary and as part of his legitimate journalistic investigations.  

Since he was charged Al Khaiwani has also received different threats some of which made while 
he was in the court room.  

The IFJ urges the Yemen legal system to clear Al Khaiwani of all charges and to enhance its 
independence and distance itself from the political mobilisation against independent and 
opposition journalists.  

The IFJ is repeating its calling on the Yemeni president to stop all harassment Al Khaiwani is 
subjected to and to protect him and guarantee his safety.  
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�Annex 4�
Journalists Unions from the Arab World and Iran Denounce Violence against Somalia 
Journalists  

We, journalists’ leaders representing journalists’ trade unions and associations from Arab World 
and Iran at the Regional Conference of the International Federation of Journalists in Casablanca, 
Morocco, from 19th to 21st May 2008, are deeply concerned about increased frequency of acts of 
violence against journalists, media professionals and associated media personnel in Somalia.  

The multifaceted crisis of politics, economy, security, and governance in Somalia present severe 
challenges to the media professionals. Journalists have paid a heavy price for reporting on 
Somalia’s long-standing conflict, as deadly attacks on media professionals have increased 
unprecedentedly.  

We denounce targeted attacks by all parties to the conflict to endanger security of journalists and 
restrict freedom of the press in Somalia. We stand in solidarity with Somali colleagues. 

Press freedom situation in Somalia deteriorated enormously as cycles of suppression and 
violence against journalists are rising day after day. We recall authorities in Somalia to adhere to 
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obligations under international law to respect and protect journalists as civilians and end culture 
of impunity for crimes committed against media professionals by prosecuting those responsible 
for these violations.  

 

Annex 5: Tunisia 

Journalists Unions from the Arab World and Iran Call on the Tunisian Authorities to 
release the Imprisoned Journalists Slim Boukhdir  
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Annex 6: Morocco  

Journalists Unions from the Arab World and Iran Support the Imprisoned Moroccan 
Journalist Mostapha Hurmatallah  
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List of participants - Unions 

From the Arab World and Iran:  

D�  Syndicat National des Journalistes - Algeria 

#� Bahrain Journalists' Association 

;� Association of Iranian Journalists 

E� Kurdistan Journalists' Syndicate  

G� Kuwait Journalists' Association 

%� Syndicat national de la presse marocaine 

(� Palestinian Journalists Syndicate 

.� Sudanese Union of Journalists 

<� Syndicat National des Journalistes tunisiens  

D$� Journalists Association - United Arab Emirates 

DD� Yemen Journalists Syndicate 

D#� National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ) 

D;� Libyan Journalists Association  

From Europe:  

1. Deutsche Journalistinnen- und Journalisten-Union (dju) in ver.di - Germany 
2. =�H�3�=
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