30 January 2004

Anna Diamantopoulou

European Commissioner on Employment and Social Affairs

European Commission

Rue Joesph II 27

1049 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2 298 2000/1

Fax: +32 2 298 2099

Email: anna.diamantopoulou@cec.eu.int

Dear Ms. Diamantopoulou,
The International Federation of Journalists, the global organisation of journalists representing over 500,000 journalists worldwide, is writing to you today in order to express our deep concern at the support that the Greek government has given to carry out a mass arrest of Greek journalists’ union leaders.

In recent weeks, Greek security and legal officers have been drawn into a humiliating escapade by the action of newspaper publisher G Kouris who filed charges against the Executive Board of the Journalists Union of Athens Daily Newspaper because of an all-out strike involving journalists and press workers at two newspapers – Avriani and Filathlos – owned by the Kouris Media Group. 

These developments culminated today in a number of arrest warrants being issued after statements from Minister of the Press Christos Protopapas and by the Union of Daily Newspaper Owners against the strike.

The issues in dispute concern the treatment by the Kouris company of its employees. The unions have complained of consistent breaks of Greek labour law and contractual agreements by the company. The responsibility of the government should be to create a climate whereby these problems can be resolved through negotiation. When a union has to resort to strike action, it is a signal that the industrial process has failed utterly. 

The IFJ has long defended the principles of press freedom, including workers’ rights and in particular to legal right of employees to defend themselves through industrial action. In this context we find the response by the Greek authorities absolutely unacceptable. The Government’s actions stand as a direct attempt to violate the civil liberties of our colleagues.

Our colleagues in Greece are ready to negotiate an appropriate and just settlement of its dispute with the Kouris company. Therefore, we ask you to ensure that the Greek government takes no action that will inflame the situation.

Your Sincerely,

Aidan White

General Secretary
