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The Natali Prize for Journalism: Excellence in Reporting Human Rights, Democracy and Development was established by the European Commission's DG Development in 1992 in honour of the late Lorenzo Natali, Vice-President of the European Commission with special responsibility for development issues. Since 1999 the International Federation of Journalists has been organising the prize on behalf of the European Commission.

The Natali Prize is awarded to journalists from the written press, who have demonstrated a striking insight and a particular dedication to the reporting of human rights issues within the context of the development process. Traditionally two prizes have been awarded each year; one to a journalist from an EU Member State and one to a journalist from a developing country. In 2002, however, the European Commission decided to expand the programme and award five Natali Prizes to both print and on-line journalists; one to a journalist in each of the following five regional categories: 

(
Africa

(
the Arab World, Iran and Israel

(
Asia and the Pacific

(
Europe

(
Latin America and the Caribbean

This year some 320 entries were received from more than 80 countries. Of these 302 were eligible under the rules of the Natali Prize. The main reason for ineligibility was missing translations or other necessary supporting documents (11). Moreover a few entries had to be disqualified as they had not been published in 2002 (3) or were not print or on-line articles (4). 

The winners from this year’s crop of entries have included journalism on the death penalty in Kenya, endemic corruption at the heart of the UN’s refugee operation in Pakistan and Afghanistan, new modes of voluntary social welfare in Latin America, the plight of the free press in Palestine and female genital mutilation in Portugal. Judging the entries was far from easy and many selections were frankly on a knife edge. The fact is that all of the regions we looked at (Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Middle East) are bubbling over with excellent journalism. 

The case of Africa was a case in point. Ken Opala’s piece on the death penalty was a thorough, passionate, engaged yet impartial piece of journalism on the travesties of capital punishment in Kenya. But two journalists from the South Africa Times investigating a corrupt forestry privatisation deal gave Opala a good run for his money and could have won the prize in many another year. The same is true of our Middle East section where many excellent articles have been sent in which deal with the plight of ordinary Palestinians facing enormous handicaps just trying to live out their basic and meagre lives. In Asia, it was also a tight run for the eventual winner Ansari Massoud (“The Great Repatriation Scam”). Sergei Duvanov would have taken any prize for courageous journalism with his blistering attack on Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev after the leader deposited tens of millions of US dollars from oil companies in a Swiss banking account. Instead he is now languishing in a Kazakh dungeon. Muzamil Jaleel has spent over ten years reporting on the ins and outs as well as the human costs of the Kashmir conflict and deserved to be a prize winner for his longstanding, passionate and compassionate journalism. Rashmi Saksena was also an excellent candidate with the “Theatre of the Absurd” -- her compelling expose of medical abuse at sterilisation clinics in Uttar Pradesh, where surgical operations have been carried out using bicycle pumps. 

Women’s issues were also at the forefront in Europe where a piece on Female Genital Mutilation within the New Guinea community in Portugal won the day, but that too faced stiff competition from an article by a German journalist on the “Garbage People” of Romania, people so godforsakenly poor and neglected they have been unable to prevent their children’s toes being bitten off by rats! All this is happening in a country which is set to join the EU in four years time and is only a spitting distance from Vienna, one of the EU’s wealthiest cities. 

Human rights, economic development, poverty, police brutality, environmental degradation (including several on the plight of the world’s rainforests), women’s rights and issues, press freedom and corruption, these have been the themes explored by this year’s crop of Natali Prize winners and runners up. Were Lorenzo Natali here to read these entries he would undoubtedly have been delighted by the undeniable quality as well as the vast quantity of great, crusading journalism being churned out around the globe. He would have been more delighted still that each one of the articles mentioned above succeeded in either changing or in getting governments to do something about the problems which they highlighted.   

One Natali Prize is awarded in each regional category. Two further special mentions are made also in each category. The jury send their congratulations to all winners and urge all those who missed out to send in entries next year, and to keep up their valuable work in giving a voice to those who would otherwise not be heard.

In the regional category of Africa The 2003 Natali Prize goes to:

Ken OPALA (Daily Nation, Kenya)

Opala’s piece is not so much about the horrors of capital punishment per se -- the fact is that no-one has actually been executed in Kenya since 1987. But the death sentence is still one option available to the judicial authorities. As he reports in “Death row convicts’ horrid lives” there has been a de facto moratorium on its use over the last 15 years or so. But what has taken its place is almost as inhuman. Thanks to the fact that the death sentence is available even for cases of armed robbery with violence, almost 2,000 people are on Kenya’s death row, of which 1,777 are waiting for their appeals to be heard. Because judges know that convicts will not end up being killed there has been an almost casual approach to using the death sentence and that has led to a situation where “many convicts are languishing in prisons unsure of their fate”. It is the uncertainty, Opala says, more than anything else which dehumanises the prisoners and which amounts to a kind of mental torture. The inmates live in horrendously overcrowded conditions and have to put up with hopelessly poor medical treatment. Despite his valiant journalistic efforts, however, a majority of Kenya’s parliamentarians remain opposed to any reform of the death penalty. 

Runners-up:

Jessica BEZUIDENHOUT & Mzilikazi WA AFRIKA (Sunday Times, South Africa)

A series of ten articles from the Sunday Times of South Africa by Mzilikazi wa Afrika and Jessica Bezuidenhout was selected as the runner-up and clearly deserves a special mention in the Africa category. The articles unearthed evidence of high-level official and corporate corruption during the privatisation of a major forestry company in South Africa. The panel agreed that this was a first-class piece classic of "Watergate-style" investigative reporting. Not only are the articles noteworthy for the quality and professionalism of their journalism but also for the dogged and rigorous way in which the investigation was followed through to the bitter end. The story also gets high marks for impact, the South African authorities as well as the private company involved were finally obliged to take concrete action to remedy the situation.  

Dorothy OTIENO (East African Standard, Kenya)

Dorothy Otieno has taken a highly down-to-earth approach to the issue of Female Genital Mutilation in East Africa, focusing on its impact on women’s health as well as their human rights. She has covered the work of pioneering human rights lawyers who have helped to save young girls from what is locally know as “The Cut”. Her journalism is in the tradition of civic education and has evidently helped to persuade by example some brave young women to take action in the courts against parents who insist that female circumcision is a vital part of their cultural identity. One interesting aspect she explores is the attitude of male suitors to potential partners who have undergone FGM. Otieno discovers that men are pretty much split on the subject. Some see it as a vital symbol of their culture, but many others see it as socially retrogressive. Many believe mutilation diminishes the attractiveness of a mate.

In the regional category of the Arab World, Iran and Israel The 2003 Natali Prize goes to:

Walid BATRAWI (Arab Media Internet Network and Al-Ayyam Daily, Palestine)

Violations of freedom of press, media censorship and harassment of journalists are rampant in the Arab world and the Middle East at large. Lack of press freedom and democracy is responsible for the deterioration of the political and economic life in many countries of this region. Batrawi's courageous article "Media-less reforms vs. Reform-less Media", which exposes problems faced by the Palestinian media, is in fact a sad reflection of the current state of media and the press in the wider region. Batrawi’s thought-provoking article recommend ways to rebuild, reform and restructure the Palestinian media, which - if implemented - could lead to profound and positive changes towards real freedom of the press. An independent and free Palestinian press would be a big asset in contributing towards the Middle East Peace Process.

Runners-up:

Jennifer PETERSON (Palestine Report, Palestine) 
In her article "Strangling Qaqilya" Jennifer Peterson describes how the construction of a major new security wall by the Israeli military is cutting Palestinian farmers off from their land and their means of livelihood. The article is very well written and offers a compelling description of how the everyday economic lives of ordinary Palestinians are being "ghettoised" by over-the-top security measures on the part of the Israeli military.

Atef SAAD (Palestine Report, Palestine)

Although one would have thought that practically everything has already been written about the plight of the Palestinian people, Atef Saad has nevertheless found a very original, very human angle on their situation, namely the life of struggle which is the lot of those Palestinian teachers who wish to work in the most inaccessible areas of  their territory. The freshness of Saad's approach to a well-trodden subject deserves a special mention.

In the regional category of Asia and the Pacific The 2003 Natali Prize goes to:

Massoud ANSARI (Newsline, Pakistan)
In his article "The Great Repatriation Scam" Ansari Massoud paints a depressing picture of far-reaching corruption inside the United Nations High Commission for Refugees. Following up on complaints of sexual harassment and corruption in a repatriation scheme run by the UN agency, Massoud himself discovered by dint of his own investigations that the corruption went to the core of the UN operation set up officially to encourage Afghan citizens to return home from Pakistan. It is not an exaggeration to say that the impact of the article proved devastating. His findings were officially confirmed by the UNHCR itself following an internal investigation and forced the resignation of the key officials involved.

Runners-up:

Sergei DUVANOV (Eurasia, Kazakhstan)

This is a very brave piece of crusading journalism. After he publicly challenged his prime minister to prove himself innocent of corruption when it was revealed that he had deposited tens of millions of US dollars of public money in a Swiss bank account, this journalist was tried and convicted of statutory rape. But many believe he was set up because of his efforts to bring down Nazarbayev. The money in question had been paid over to Nursultan Nazarbayev by US oil companies operating in Kazakhstan. While Duvanov was not the one to discover the fraud -- the Swiss authorities did that during a crackdown on money laundering -- Duvanov stood up for the rule of law, pointing out that it was not good enough for the prime minister to say he was saving the money for a rainy day – for a public official to deposit public funds in his own personal account is a crime full stop. Duvanov took this brave stand when other newsmen as well as most Kazakh citizens (those he calls the “lambs”) refused to speak out about the scandal.   

Muzamil JALEEL (The Indian Express, The Observer, The Telegraph and The Guardian, India)

Jaleel submitted a series of articles covering the human cost of the Kashmir conflict for the period February to July 2002. But he has been writing about the conflict for 10 years previous to that, so his submission is really his life’s work almost.  Some of his work is highly expert and perceptive political analysis of the situation in the border region between India and Pakistan, detailing how mishandling of the situation by the Indian government has fuelled resentment then militancy and then a hijacking of this movement by Islamic radicals sponsored by Pakistan. Other articles take a more human-level approach and bemoan the tit-for-tat atrocities committed by both the Indian military and Kashmiri militants, such as the massacre of a family, including a four-year-old child, the killing of three teenage girls by militants for the “moral crime” of not following the burqa dress code, the Indian military using villagers to clear mine fields, the gang-rape of a teenage girl by Indian soldiers. A Kashmiri himself, he is not partisan but constructive in his political analysis and advice while passionate and engaged about the victims on both sides of this struggle. Jaleel says that someone once asked him what kind of stories he wrote, “obituaries come to mind,” he says.     

The jury would also like to mention the work of:

Rashmi SAKSENA (India) for her article "Theatre of the Absurd" published in The Week. This article, in which she describes the horrendous medical conditions and practices in the reproductive surgeries of Uttar Pradesh, was agreed by the panel to be an excellent piece of crusading journalism. Most horrific of all her revelations was the use of bicycle pumps in sterilisation operations which left many women afflicted by stomach cramp and chronic wind for months afterwards. The article resulted in rapid action being taken by the authorities of the region to remedy the situation. But one cannot mention Saksena’s work without in the same breath also noting that it was Sreelatha Menon who first published a news account of what is going on in the surgeries even if Saksena followed up on the story in more depth. 

Ecep S Yasa (Indonesia ) for his series of thoroughly well investigated articles on illegal logging published in Tempo Magazine. This series of articles is a thorough as well as brave exposure of the ruthless criminal operators at the heart of an illegal logging ring in the Indonesian rainforest. The panel felt the article easily merited a mention, if not the top prize. It scored high points on all the key criteria applied by the panel -- journalistic professionalism, originality, focus on human rights and environmental degradation.
Subhankar Mukherjee (India) for his article "Anjali - An offering above self" published on-line at www.southasianoutlook.com in which he describes how Indian society deals with the mentally ill and the efforts by an organization in Calcutta to reinstate recovered patients. The subject is an acute problem not only in India but in many parts of the world. The article is well-written and of high professional standard and thus deserves to be mentioned.

In the regional category of Europe The 2003 Natali Prize goes to:

Sofia BRANCO (Público, Portugal)

"O holocausto silencioso das mulheres a quem continuam a extrair o clítoris" is an original piece of journalism in the way it spotlights this horrendous practice which goes back to ancient times but which is still alive and well in Portugal at the start of the 21st century. Here, the originality and subject of the story are complemented by rigorous investigative work, which together result in an approach that only the talent of the writer and a solid conception of investigative journalism keep from veering into prejudice and a judgemental attitude. The journalist’s impartiality is revealed in all its fullness in that although European, she is able to distance herself from her background enough to present the side of those who defend the practice as a projection of their reality and cultural experience. For the universality of her piece, for managing to bring together the best aspects of journalism, our congratulations to Sofia Branco.

Runners-up:

Rolf BAUERDICK (Brigitte, Germany)

Bauerdick's article "Von wie wenig kann man leben ? Die Müllmenschen von Oradea" focuses on a group of human beings in the Rumanian town of Oradea, on the border with Hungary. These so-called “garbage people”, entire families living on mountains of trash. With a precise and unpretentious writing style, the author describes the lives of people who have fallen out of every social system or agenda, and are living at the very bottom of human existence – children whose fingertips have been burnt off by an old muffler in the garbage field, whose toes have been eaten by rats. A woman who keeps reading everything she can get hold of in the trash – books, newspapers, crosswords - just to keep the very rest of her pride. The article is symptomatic of the human rights issue in Europe, even more as the town of Oradea is only six hours from Vienna, the capital of an EU member state. The article obviously had some political impact: The mayor of Oradea announced that, in the next couple of months, the situation of the garbage people will be a priority topic on the city council’s agenda.  

Sandra CAMPS OCAÑA (El País, Spain)

In her article "Retrato de las ONG" Sandra Camps comes at something in a very novel way. The idea is basically that three young journalists became NGO workers for 100 days in Vietnam, Costa Rica, Argentina, Nigeria and Malta. The work features some excellent, first-hand interviews with NGO workers and volunteers. The reporters worked with street urchins in Nicaragua, in slums in Ho Chi Minh city bordering a polluted canal and with untouchable women in India. Eye-opening and original, this series of articles makes for compulsive reading. 

The jury would also like to mention the work of:

Pierre HASKI (France) for his report "En Chine, la révolte des damnés de la terre" published in Libération. The article, which deals with AIDS in China, is a very original piece of work despite the fact that it was written under difficult circumstances because of the black-out that the Chinese authorities wish to impose on the issue. This article is written for the victims of AIDS, condemned to a certain death the story is highly moving. It has contributed to changing the Chinese policy and encouraging NGOs to try to make a difference in China. 
Anne Lea HEIBERG LANDSTED for her article "The Letter from Lundbeck" in which she exposes shady misdoings at Danish pharmaceutical company, Lundbeck. Lundbeck persisted in marketing its mental disorder drug Deanxit in Sri Lanka despite two refusals for registration from the local authorities. Lundbeck even went so far as to misrepresent the evidence of psychiatrists on whether the drug should be registered. 

Robert FISK 

Experience, commitment and perception are the hallmarks of this piece entitled "Return to Afghanistan". Forgotten corners are being illustrated by timely journalistic interventions such as this. It is like a flash light in a dark night giving breath to the right to life of a people caught in an unending war.

In the regional category of Latin America and the Caribbean The 2003 Natali Prize goes to:

José Fernando HOYOS ESTRADA (Semana, Colombia)

This series of articles examine the social work organised by Colombian companies and individuals to help the disadvantaged, the persecuted and displaced. The weekly magazine “Semana” has contributed fully to what it calls this “enterprise philanthropy” movement and plays a full part as a vehicle of communication in the hunt for non-statist solutions to the crisis afflicting Colombian society. As the articles put it there is in Colombia a new kind of philanthropy at work which is helping to finance social programs in the country. But it is not just a question of donating money, senior executives, other professionals and even housewives are voluntarily donating their time to help educate children from marginal backgrounds or to run communal dining rooms. 

Runners-up:

Daniela ARBEX (Tribuna de Minas, Brazil)

"Cova 312" is a striking tale in which the journalist goes back 35 years in Brazilian history to give the body of a victim of the military dictatorship back to its family. With his discovery, the journalist changes not only the official version of death by suicide, but also salvages an important chapter in Brazil’s history in which shady practices, falsification, false testimony and even adulterated death certificates went hand in hand with the death and disappearance of people in an environment in which human rights were totally denied – not only the right to live, but also that of having one’s own death officially recognized. And in a country such as Brazil, where deaths hold a sacred place, disrespect for this rule takes on an air of the profane. The impact is great in a country that is still feeling the traumas of this dark period and is trying to reconcile itself with its own history. And it leads members of the federal Congress and the “Special Justice Ministry Commission on Political Deaths and Disappearances” to request the exhuming of the mortal remains of the presumed victim so as to clarify the circumstances of his death. 

Klester CAVALCANTI (Revista Terra, Brazil)

This is a story about the brutal repression of the Brazilian dispossessed where the law of the survival of the strongest determines everything. The article takes the testimony of widows who have lost their husbands in the struggle to obtain just a piece of land to illustrate social inequality, economic injustice, the logic of skewed development and disrespect for human rights. With no land, no husband and without anything these women live a bitter and unenviable existence. The writer is a master of journalistic technique and lets the reader enter into the still, dead time of those who have no hope and who never dream of their rights: to eat, to dress properly, to have access to drinking water… in short, to live. Spot-on prose and perfect pace. And because of his originality, because he went out in search of these women in the remotest corners of Brazil, because of the stories he presents and the data he reveals, we are without a doubt in the presence of a great work of reporting and in-depth research.

The jury wold also like to mention the work of:

Ana Lucia Azevedo
In this series of articles published in the magazine "Terra", the writer makes it clear how interwoven the themes of environment, human rights and development are. The Amazon holds the largest forest in the world – 1/5 of total water reserves at a global level, millions of species and 50% of the world’s biodiversity. In short, a good investigative work, written with an almost scientific rigour but which also goes beyond the confines of a mere biological study to enter the realm of the social sciences, situating man in his milieu.

Ricardo Miranda Filho
The author describes a very serious problem, the dehumanisation brought about by labour, in which man is nothing more than the supplier of brute force. These are workers who, although employed, live homeless in Brazil’s major cities, sleeping under bridges, on the porches of buildings, under the awnings of storefronts. They sleep on the street because they cannot afford a roof in the city in which they work, much less transport to take them to a hypothetical home on the city’s outskirts. A fluid writing style, good investigative skills and fluent storytelling are the hallmarks of this journalist's work. For the originality of the theme, this piece earns an honourable mention.

David Thomas, Chair of The 2003 Natali Prize Jury

The 2003 Natali Prize Jury was composed of the following 9 media and human rights experts: 


Adriana Cerretelli, foreign correspondent for Il Sole 24 Ore (Italy)

Véronique Kiesel, senior journalist with Le Soir (Belgium)

Katja Ridderbusch, foreign correspondent for Die Welt (Germany)

Filomena Silva, Editor-in-Chief of La Semana (Cabo Verde) 

Mikel Aguirre, freelance journalist and former Vice-President of the International Press 

Association (API) (Spain)

Sunanda Deshapriya, senior journalist and convenor of the Free Media Movement (Sri Lanka)

Nawab Khan, Bureau Chief of the Islamic Republic's News Agency in Brussels (India)

Max Römer, Director of the School of Journalism at the Universidad Andréas Bello (Venezuela)

David Thomas, senior journalist with International Market News (Great Britain)

NB: Copies of the winning articles are available in original languages, English and French and can be obtained upon request at:

projects@ifj.org
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