Join the Campaign to End Impunity for Vieronika’s Muderers. 

Send a letter to Belarus urging them to reopen her case and bring her killers to justice.

Alexandr Lukashenka, President of Belarus

Fax: (+375 17) 222-30-20 or press@president.gov.by

20 October 2006
Dear President Lukashenka,

The International Federation of Journalists, the world’s largest journalist organisation representing over 500,000 journalists worldwide, is calling on you to reopen the investigation into the murder of journalist Vieranika Charkasava, to find and prosecute her killers. 

As we mark the second anniversary of her murder, the IFJ is concerned that not only have the authorities failed to identify and prosecute her killers, but they have chosen to ignore important evidence in favour of seeking to frame and punish her son, Anton Filimonau. 

Vieranika Charkasava’s body was found in her Minsk apartment by her son and stepfather on 20 October 2004 with over 40 stab wounds in the neck and chest.  In the immediate aftermath of the murder, police identified her fifteen-year-old son, Anton, and elderly stepfather as the main suspects and attempted to build a case against them. 

A year later, having failed to make a convincing case against Anton, he was instead arrested and then prosecuted for forging counterfeit money. On 11 April 2006 he was handed a two and a half year suspended prison sentence.

Meanwhile, several journalistic investigations have revealed that prior to her murder Vieranika Charkasava had started researching allegations that the Belarus Infobank had been involved in illegal weapons sales to Iraq. Infobank’s accounts had been frozen in the US in August 2004 and Charkasava had participated in an Infobank-organised visit to Baghdad. The photos from that trip were the only items missing from her apartment after her body was discovered.

The IFJ believes that the continued failure to prosecute Charkasava’s killers is a stain on the image of Belarus and the readiness of the Belarus government to defend basic human rights.  By finding Charkasava’s killers and bringing them to trial, Belarus can demonstrate to  its citizens and the international community that it supports press freedom and is prepared to defend the lives of journalists. 
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Sincerely,

